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PREFACE. 


A SMALL Book ought not to have a large Preface. 
And a performance of the very illuſtrious, truly pious, 
and eminently learned Dr W1LL1aM Twisst, requires 
no recommendation from my pen. The book, upon 
peruſal, will ſufficiently recommend itſelf unto every in- 
telligent and well-diſpoſed mind. And, beſide, it hath 
| Prefixed unto it a very large and truly excellent recom- 
mendation, by the eminently learned Dr Josxyꝝ HALL, 
Biſhop of Norwich ; which I expect the reader will 
peruſe carefully, Though Biſhop Hall differed from 
Dr Twiſſe, with regard to church-government, yet he 
very highly eſteemed Dr Twiſſe, and his TOY as his 
approbation of this book bears witneſs. 

Dr Twiſle, in this excellent ſmall book, clearly proves, 
that there is a poſſibility of aſcertaining the true mean- 
ing of the holy Scriptures, under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit of God, who guiderh into all truth. That 
the holy Scriptures are ſufficient, under the bleſſing of 
Heaven, to diſtinguiſh truth from error. And that a 
Chriſtian, may be infallibly certain of his faith and religion 
by the holy Scriptures, under divine influence ; God 
being able to inſtruct us in the meaning of his own word, 
and to aſſure us of it. And here the reader is not abuſed _ 
with fiery declamations, nor an empty parade of un- 
grounded afſertions, as in many publications, where we 
are told, © It is ſo; it muſt” be ſo ; it cannot be otheys 
wiſe.” But in this very excellent piece, the reader is 
entertained with deliberate, cloſe, fair, and ſatisfactory 
reaſoning, clearly grounded upon indiſputable premiſes, 

Wich regard to the reaſons for renewing this 9 | 
tion now, they are, 
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1. Becauſe as it maguifies the intrinſic excellence of 
the holy Scriptures, ſo ir muſt be conducive: to the de- 
clarative glory of their All-ſufficient Author. And, 
therefore, it cannot be unſeaſonable at any time. | 

2. Becauſe the ſufficiency of the holy Scriptures, which 
it clearly proves, muſt be of the greateſt importance to 
mankind,' as it is by theſe we aſcertain the knowledge of 
Chriſt and eternal life, John v. 39. | 

3. Becauſe ſuch a publication muſt be both neceſſary 
and ſeaſonable; and, perhaps, advantageous alſo ; when 
icfidelity greatly abounds, as it indiſputably doth at this 
time. And certainly, this piece will either be inftru- 
mental, under the influence of Almighty God, in curing 
ſome of this generation of their infidelity ; or it will be 
a witneſs againſt them on the day of judgment.—See 
If. Iv. 10, 11 | | 

4- Becauſe the publication of this very valuable piece, 
may ſerve to revive the memory of its reſpectable and 
renowned author, who ſeems to be greatly forgot by the 

men of this generation. And it may ſerve to preſerve 
a grateful remembrance of his memory, in the minds of 
the lovers of truth. 

5. Becauſe by the publication of this piece, a precious 
and rare jewel will be recovered from the grave of deep 
forgetfulneſs. This piece was become ſo rare, that 
could not procure a copy of it either in London or 


"ee Edinburgh, by a cloſe continued ſearch. 


The public may be aſſured upon honour, that all care 
ſhall be taken to have this entire piece of the illuſtrious 
Dr Twiſſe exactly printed, according to the London- 


. Fu copy printed in the year 1656. There. are ſome Latin 


_. phraſes, which TI have tranſlated for the benefit of the 
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Engliſh reader, where this was omitted, and the ſenſe 
loſt to thoſe who could not read Latin. Where the 
ſenſe is not affected this is not minded; or where it is 
given in another place by the author. The Englith 
reader, therefore, I hope, will ſaffer no loſs by the Latin 
phraſes he meets here. And as I could not prev: il upon 
myſelf to make the leaſt alteration in another man's 
work, ſo every expreſſion ſtands in its original form. 
And, may the Lord God of ſalvation, to whom be. 
longeth the iſſues from death, bleſs it for the important 
ends for which it is now publiſhed. And 1 remain the 
devoted ſervant of its friends, and of its Author's me- 
mory, in the cauſe of God and truth. | 


JAMES REID, 
4th N ov. 1795. 
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THE 


APPROBATION 


OF 


That Reverend FaTHER of the CHURCH, 
JOSEPH HALL, 


BisHoOP OF NORWICH: 


In a Letter to his worthily reſpected Friend, Mr W. S. 


WORTHY $IR, 


I RETURN you many thanks for the favour you have 
done me, in affording me the view of this ſolid and ſet? 
ſonable piece of Dr Tw1 ssE, in full auſwer to this pre- 
tended queſtioniſt, who, under the colour of a Perplexing 
Caſe of Conſcience, from a preacher of the Goſpel, ſends 
forth a fooliſh kind of challenge to all Proteſtant divines. 
Had you not named the author of the ſatisfactory Anſwer, 
and ſeconded it by another's atteſtation, I could buth have 
- known aud avouched him. There is a ſace of a ſtyle, by 
. which we ſcholars know one another, no leſs than our per. 
ſons by a viſible countenance : whoſoever hath read the wit- 
ty and acute exercitations of this author upon the writings 
of Dr Jackſon, will eaſily find him in this tractate both 
for ſorm and matter. This ſculking and diſguiſed chal- 
lenger could not have met with a meeter combatant ; 
a man ſo eminent in ſchool-divinity, that the Jeſuits have 
felt, and (for aughy I ſee) ſhrunk under his ſtrength, in 
their Scientia Media; and whom the ſtates of the Nether- 
als, out of 1 ne a. * dend, would fain have 
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empted away, with large proffers, to a public profeſſor- 
hip in one of their univerſities. 1 only with he had met 
with.a more able adverſary : for certainly, ag I intimated 
you in my laſt, this beagle, whoſocyer he be, whether 
zur of miſpriſiou or craft, hunts counter, and runs all the 
while upon a wrong ground; vainly ſuppoſing, chat dif- 
ferences-in points not fundamental, make à diverlity of 
religions ; aud weakly conceiving, that becauſe there are 
nany falſe claims to truth in the world, God hach not 
ft us means enough in his revealed Will to diſtinguiſn 
ruth from error: as if, becauſe there are ſtore of coun- 

rfeit coins abroad, it could not be ſafe for a man to re- 
eve, or poſſible to diſcern current money: whereas, if 
bis wit would have ſerved him, he might have conſidered, 
that all, both agenda and credenda neceſſary to ſalvation, 


{which only can difference religion,) are clearly laid down 
n the ſacred Oracles of Scripture ; with which, if any 
refractory ſoul will unjuſtly quarrel, he may by thoſe 
helps which God hath left to his church, be either con- 
yinced or hamed—In the meanwhile, it is no reaſon that 
his abſurd obſtinacy ſhould caſt any-blemiſh upon the clear 
ace of truth, or be any prejudice to others, who are 
bleſſed with better apprehenſions, whoſe not foreſlalled 
ſouls, out of that judgment of diſcretion which God hath 
ndowed all wiſe Chriſtians withal, upon due ſearch may 
by thoſe good means which God hath held forth to us, 
give himſelf ſo full ſatisfaction in all important truths, as 
wherein he may ſecurely 88 with a reſolute defiance of 

ll oppoſitions. | 
Had this queſtioniſt but l with learned Biſhop 
Davenant's irrefragable Diſcourſe, De judice ac norma 
dei, he had forborne the blurring of his piper, and 
a 4 | ſpared 
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ſpared the labour of this his perplexed and ſhuffling pro. 
poſal of his pretendedly-perplexing queſtion, which in 
very truth is no other than a ſtale and often exploded 
cavil, newly furbiſhed over with a falſe colour of a ten. 
_ derly conſcientious irreſolution. The man will find him. 
ſelf here over-anſwered, and receive too much honour 
from ſuch an antagoniſt in that it may be ſaid of him, 
Enee magni dextra cadis ; thou falleſt by the right-hand 
of the great Zneas,—Now, ſince you are pleaſed to de. 
fire my opinion of the whole work; to ſpeak freely 
One or two paſſages I confeſs to meet with in this learned 
and weighty diſcourſe, (as concerning the name and num- 
ber of the Apocalyptical beaſt, 666,) which do not alto. 
gether carry my aſſent. That myſtery muſt and will lie 
ſtill cloſe, after all the ſcanning of the ſharpeſt wits and 
- Judgments. But for all the doctrinal points, I cannẽt 
but applaud them as worthy of the author, and ſatisfactory 


to the reader, and convictive bo * adverſary. Fareue, 
from your much devoted, | 


J. H. B. N. 
HichAu, APRIL 29, 1652. | 


SIR, 


I HAVE read this learned and caifattory ANSWER, 


to the Perplexing Queſtion and Doubtful Caſe'of Conſcience, 
in the lifetime of Dr Twisse ;” and, if you ſhall pleaſe 


do give it your imprimatur, I think it may be vdvancage- 


ous in this Janes of time. I reſt Your's, 
May 3, 1652. ORE 5 5 Ja. CRANFORD. 
NI” | 


Eon. CaLanty, 
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A 
PERPLEXING QUESTION; 
5 115-5 
A DOUBTFUL CASE OF 
CONSCIENCE, 
OF A CERTAIN 


PREACHER OF THE GOSPEL. 


20 Ooun religion is our faith ; faith either ſaves or con- 


demns ; juſtly ought we therefore to be able to under- 


tand and prove our faith. 


But now there ariſeth a great doubt to me, and oder 
of the ſimpler ſort of Chriſtians, Whether it be poſſible 


for us to have an infallible certainty of our faith out of 


the holy Scriptures, and ſo conſequently rely on and truſt 
to this faith, as to an unſhaken foundation ? 

The reaſon of our doubting is this Both Papiſis and 
Calviniſts holding contrary opinions, do maintain and 
prove by the holy Scriptures (as they ſuppoſe) the con- 
trary to that which the Lutherans hold ; ſeriouſly affirm- 
ing, that in the Scriptures the Lutheran religion is con- 


- demined, and theirs confirmed. Which thing no man 
will deny to be an evident argument of the obſcurity of 


the holy Scriptures. If there be two phyſicians of equal 
learning, and of the ſame intent in curing the ſick, that 
iy oe ous to > cureche diſeaſe ; and if theſe phyſi- 
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X A Perplexing Queſtion. 
cians ſhould out of one and the ſame book gather, the 


one, that a fever is cured with wine—and the other, that 
wine is as bad as poiſon to them that have the fever ; 
how, I pray, ſhall we know which of theſe two to rake 
part withal? A man can gather nothing, but that the 
remedy for that diſcaſe is obſcurely expreſſed in that book. 
Some may object— The Sets do not follow the Scrip- 
tures only, but they add, the Papiſts their rraditions ; the 
Calviniſts their r2aſans ; the Anabaptiſts their dreams. 

I anſwer—They do ſo, in thoſe things which are not 
clearly taught in the holy Scriptures ; but in the contro- 
verſies between them and the Lutherans, they proceed 
not ſo ;. but, by Scriptures they fight againſt. Lutheran 
tenets, Which are confirmed by the Scriptures; and en- 
deavour, by the help of the Scriptures, to fight for and 
defend their own, which the Lutherans by Scriptures do 
condemn. Nay more, there are ſome, viz. the Ana- 

baptiſts, that urge the Scriptures in the very letter more 
than the reſt. The Calviniſts uſe their reaſon, and out 


of the Scriptures draw arguments; Which thing the 


Lutherans alſo do, never ſuffering any of theirs to reaſon 
againſt rhe Scriptures. 

2. If it be objected unto them, that they witfully, a 
agaiuſt-their conſciences, do condemn the Lutheran tenets, 
and confirm their own; they will anſwer, That this 
were. a very. grievous fin, and that men ought Not to 


- - preſume. that they would falſify and corrupt the lerte:s 
9 85 and commands of their . Lord to his ſons and ſubjects; 
much leſs that they do maliciouſſy err, and lead them- 
ſelves and others into the danger of theic ſalvation : and, 
1 ſay the truth, it is not likely that fo many hundred 
n of men would come to that pitch of malice, 
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uzh one ſhould, efpecially ſeeing they dare confirm 
ir honeſt meaning with an oath ; wherefore, unleſs 
y be convinced of maliciouſly-wilful error, we ſhall 
1 injurioufly to flander them. 
. It may be objected Perhaps they be foreſtalled 
u pre: conceived opinions. I anafwer—How? You 
| fay they accuſtom themſelves from their cradles to 
ir own religion, forſaking the Bible and other buoks. 
iſwer— This is true in Popery; but not in Calvinilts, 
others, who urge the Bible moye than we do — 
cle have more freedom than we have to the other 
gions. Do not the children of the Lutherans alſo 
e themſelves to their religion from their childhood ? 
they learn a Popiſh or Calviniſtical catechiſin before 
have learned a Lutheran one? Is not that a man's 
on to*which he accuſtoms himſelf? How doth a child, 
i Jayman that hath been taught no religion, know 
t is Lutheraniſm, or Calviniſm? Doth he not take 
religion which is firſt offered to him? Beſides, no 
conceited opinion is ſo faſt rooted, but that it will 
place to clear demonſtrations, which is conſeſſed 
no all. Therefore, we ſhall never be able to confute 
religion with the objection of fore-conceived opinions. 
That ſhall I fay more? Do other religions want civil 
ing? Therg are found amongſt them ſufficiently 
ied and ingenious men, and oftentimes they have 
a better and fitter means for the advancement of 
ing, than the Lutherans have; eſpecially the Papiſts, 
make choice of the beſt wits, whom they employ in 
nner from their cradles to their full age, in nothing 
but ſtudy, meditation, and continual exercifes, and 
vundantly ſupply them with all things which ſerve, 
x b 2 or 
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Obj. If 
nſelves 
to that, 
have 4 
[ anſwer 


or ſeem to ſerve, for their furthering and forwardin 
and with all care and diligence do remove and take ay 
whatſoever cauſeth, or ſeems to cauſe, any hindrance 
their courſe. They ſtudy the Scriptures and fathy 
night and day, and refuſe no labour in learning the fou 
dation of their own religion, and in knowing and unde 
ſtanding the errors of others. Nay, the method a 
manner of learning, of comparing the Scriptures, of 
terpreting according to the analog? of faith, of bring 
no ſenſe to the Scriptures, and ſuch _ rules, cann( 
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be unknown to them. * of his 
Obj. But perhaps God hath not bo by cc 
Spirit and his grace. neceſſari 
I anſwer—God being ſought unto and ſolicited b add, 5 
prayers, denies to no man his grace and Spirit of trutii VE 

. Now, men of other religions crave of God the enlightet uſeſtly pr 
ing of their mind, and direction in a right way, no le ent an 
than ourſelves ; nay (as far as we can diſcern) perhagif s of th 
with a greater feryency and zeal ; neither are we to thiꝗ things 
that they afk it out of hypocriſy and with diſſimulation vere hi 
and that ſo they would mock God. Therefore, it is s, (mu 


be taken for granted, that the Spirit is where the fruidhſ*2- Ch 
of the Spirit are found, of which none ought to boa ven ma 
above others. Nay more, the knowledge of underſtand Scriptur 
ing the Scriptures is a peculiar gift of the Spirit, which word of 
is granted no leſs to others than to us. It is true, ay to th 
| deed, that he only underſtands the Scriptures, wt reveals 


hath the Spirit that dictated them; and (as it is in world dnies o 
ly laws) no doctors interpretation or deciding doth juſtif Is not the 
till the lawgiver approve that dgciding. Yet he tha For eve 
boaſteth of ſuch approbation of the Spirit is bound t bad a cer 
ey woulc 


- ſhew it, unlefs he will be counted but an ordinary doctor 
c | Obj.! 
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. If any ſhould here object, that the Scriptures 
elves bear witneſs of their own clearneſs, accord- 
that, Thy word is a lanthorn to my feet, &c. and 
we 4 more ſure word, &c. 
nſwer—Al] the commands of God are his word, 
are all his works which are through his word; 
is confeſſed by all, that God ſets forth his word by 
e, the creature, ſigns, wonders, beneath, above, and 
inite ways ; alſo the Scriptures witneſs that many 
neither are nor can be written. Therefore, the 
of his voice. is taken diverſely in the Scriptures ; 
o by conſequence, all that is called God's word is 
eceſſarily to be underſtood of the Scriptures. Here- 
add, that at that time many parts of Scripture were 
jet written; wherefore, the evidence of the thing 
ſeſlly proveth, that this is not ſpoken of the whole 
ment and letter of the Scripture, for as much as the 
es of the prophecy of the Apocalypſe, and infinite 
r things belonging to the fulfilling of thoſe prophe- 
were hidden from the prophets themſelves, and the 
irs, (much more than from others,) and are yet 
en. Chriſt himſelf ſpeaks in parables, to the end 
[men may hear with their ears and not underſtand. 
eScripture itſelf, in very many places, witneſſeth that 
vord of God is ſecret, obſcure, hidden, and diſcover- 
mly to the Spirit, or to the godly only, to whom 
reveals it; ſo that in the Scriptures there are more 
nonies of their obſcurity, than of their clearneſs ; 
* not the Scripture hereby either rejected or ſlight. 
For even before the Law was given and written, 
had a certain light, by the help whereof they might, 
& would, have found out the truth more clearly 
than 


. 


A Perplexing Queſiion. 
than we; and although in the New Teſtament 2 ore 
light be riſen, yet muſt we not think that in the 0 
Teſtament there was a mere blindneſs. Whence 
may reaſon, that God thought it not uſeſul for us to 
veal all things to us; but though all things perhaps 
not neceſſary to be known, yer nevertheleſs there n 
be had a certain and infallible way of interpreting, byt 
help whereof the moſt, and moſt neceſſary controver 
may be decided; of which, if trial be made, a clear lip 
and mere ha mony may be ſhewn, in ſuch Scriptures 
(according to the opinion of many) are obſcure. ! 
poſſible alſo, tnat there fi-u}d be not a few other u 
of illuſtrating chat which is obſcure, although this 
tried way be not ule! alone; for there may both be 
mitted and uſed, agreements coming from the ſame gp 
and word, ſometimes where there is no demonitratio 
Nor am I moved with that objection, That it isenol 
for the Lutherans that they are aſſured of the trut! 
Lutheraniſm, though others cannot ſee and believe 
for this is not that which I would have. I enq 
how a man may be ſure not of his own opinion, b 
the truth : Now, if 1 believe and determine that 
a thing is true, this is my opinion; yet is it not there 
the truth, ſeeing truth and opinion have nothing in 
alike: A ſtedfaſt perſuaſion changeth not the eſſene 
the thing whereof a man js perſuaded : For then n 
melancholic perſons, whoſe opinions are immove 
work miracles, and make all their conceits eſſent 
The nature of true knowledge is this,. To be de 
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Qirable, not to me, or ſome men, but to all, and t. 
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A Perplexing Queſ ion. xv 


a conſent from any man, as two and three make five,— 
A thing controverted, and which ſome underſtand one 
way, ſome another, can never make me certain and free 
from doubt, whether I have the truth or not; and he 
that knows no other than what he determines, may be 
excuſed of malice and hypocriſy. But this reaſoning, 
1 and my follower are ſure of this thing , thereſore it is 
true, is unreaſonable reaſoning. 


Laſtly : If we build our religion cally upon the Scrip- 
ture, the learned ſhall have a great prerogative above 
the unlearned, in the matter of faith and religion, and 
ſhall be more engaged in thankfulneſs to God than they ; 
and ſo religion ſhall favour and cleave to good wits.— 
Alſo, many have their ſenſes exerciſed in the Scripture, 
or are more inventive and ingenious than others; there- 
fore, if a man could by diſputing and reaſoning confate 
ſome theſes, and as it were take away a man's opinion 
from him, and become conqueror, he ſhould alſo take 
away bis religion; and the other ſhould be conſtrained 
either to take up his conqueror's religion, or, againſt his 
conſcience, to keep his own. 


Nor will that anſwer ſerve the turn, our divines and 
-paſtors'can anſwer you, though I cannot : for then ſhould 
T believe with another man's faith ; but faith muſt be 
mine, not another man's, elſe ſhould ſalvation alſo be an- 
other man's. If religion be the ſervice of God, ſurely it 
is neceſſary that I underſtand that ſervice which I muſt 
perform 'to my Lord. Seeing God will not reckon an- 
-other 'man's ſervice for mine, aud cannot be ſerved by 
"a ſubſtitute, it remains that we conclude—Controverſies 

are to be left to learned men, and are not ſo very neceſ. 


xVi A Perplexing Queſtion. 
ſary, It may be anſwered, Then alſo religion is to be 
left to learned men; for controverſies are our very reli- 
gion; for (ſaving the conſideration of them) there is no 
difference, but Papiſts are Proteſtants, and Proteſtants are 
Papiſts—Look how much a man knows of controverſies, 
ſo much doth he know of his own religion, The ſtate of 
a man's ſalvation is ſuch as his religion and his faith, — 
Now there is but one ſalvation, and but one faith. But 
if controverſies belong to the learned only, wherefore 
have the laymen endured ſo many - afflictions, diſtreſſes, 
nay, and death itſelf, for thoſe controverſies ſake ? 
I know indeed that a Calviniſt doctor, one Dr Bergius, 
a preacher at Bremen, affirms in his late publiſhed Ser. 
mons, that controverſies are not merely neceſſary to ſal. 
vation ; that the Scripture. is plain and clear in thoſs 
things which are neceſſary to ſalvation, and that there 
was never any contrariety between the religions them- 
ſelves. At which alſo. the Leipſich Collation between 
| the Lutherans and Calviniſts ſeems to aim. 
This I am. perſuaded. is · very true, that had the Holy 
_ Ghoſt judged thoſe controverted queſtions neceſſary to 
ſalvation, it would have expreſſed and propounded 
them in the holy Scripture clearly and plainly, ſeeing 
thoſe epiſtles were ſent to ſimple, and lay men eſpecially. 
Nor doth it ſeem likely to be true, that ever there were 
8 many Articles of Faith drawn out of them, as are now 
to be read in the Catechiſms, Common-places, and Com- 
- pends of Divines. As yet there is no certain number of 
them determined, ſeeing ſome Divines have propounded 
more, and ſome fewer ; and ſome religions have, in pro- 
cels of time, either added or abated whole Articles, and 
| after 
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A Perplexing Queſtion. vil 
frer many miſeries endured ſor the defence of ſome of 
hem, entering a way of moderation, they have deter- 
nined that ſor tolerable and indifferent, which before 
hey thought dawnable. But, howſoever, there are ſo 
nany of them, that a man may deſervedly call in queſtion 
he preciſe neceſſity of them: and this ſeems the beſt 
ſolution to diſintangle and appeaſe perplexed, doubtful, 
and erring conſciences. 
| But could ſo many thouſand Divines of former ages be 
ignorant of this? Have there not ſo many wars been un- 
dertaken for this cauſe? Could thoſe learned men ſuffer 
ſo many thouſands of men to run headlong, both by do- 
ing and ſuffering, into the hazard of ſoul and body for. 
religion's ſake? and ſo many unſpeakable miſchiefs to 
ariſe, when as it is poſſible for a man to be ſaved without 
the controverſies of religion? But if this be the command 
of God, under pain of temporal and everlaſting puniſh- 
ment, to fight for tlioſe controverſies; how can we ex- 
cuſe thoſe ſhuffling agreements of faith, religion, and 
God's worſhip? A ſervant may not abate any thing of 
his Lord's due. De. 

Let this thing be conſidered, ſeeing it is ſo intricate, 
and leads me and many others into Jiſquiet of mind ; for 
which perplexities of conſcience, none will deny that a 
remedy is to be ſought at the hands of thoſe that have 
Chriſtian fellow feeling, and might be found, if all the 
Divines of thoſe ſides that have left Popery, would 
vouchſafe to afford me a wiſe, mild, and ſolid anſiver 
in writing, not ſayouring of pattiality, prejudice, or 
paſſion. | 

„ (This 
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A Perplexing Queſtion. 


_ [This Jesv TICAL QuesTTON was ſent out of Germany, —_— 
when the ASSEMBLY of DIVINES were ſitting at 
WxrsTMINSTER, and was tranſlated out of HI. 
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CONSIDERATION: 


* an old ſaying, that Univerſus Mundus 
exercet hiſtrioniam; the whole world att like 
Hal flage-players ; but I think never more 
ified in any age than in this. There was 
time when the Devil played his part, in the 
tape of a dragon; with ſeven heads and ten 
orns; Rev. Xii. 3, 7, 9: But after the war in 
eaven, between, Michael and his angels on 
he one fide, and the dragon and his angels 
n the other, the dragon was caſt out into the 
th, and his angels were caſt out with him. 
ut he continued to play the part of an old 
rpent ſtill, which deceiveth the whole world 
y lis cunning craftineſs ; Adverſarius qui in 
bertts inefficax perſecutionibus teffa nocendi arte 
Jevit;* and no marvel if intelligent ſpirits 
e very ſubdolous and full of craft; Eum nimis 

B 2 aſtutum 

„10 Serm. 6. de Epiphan- 
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aſtutum fecit tam natura ſubtilis, quam longa- exer- 
citatto malitie ejus ; for both the Devil's ſubtil: 
nature, and his long pratlice, render him exceed- 
ing crafty.} And afterwards, he found as pow- 
erful means to do miſchief to the church of 
God, gladio oris, by the ſword of the mouth, 
as formerly he had done ore gladii, by the 
mouth or edge of the ſword, even by another 
beaſt who had two horns like the Lamb, Rev, 
xili. 11, 13. but ſpake like the dragon. And 
this beaſt firſt was operative by deceit ; for he 
did great wonders, ſo that he made fire to 
come down from heaven on the earth in the 
fight of men, and deceived them that dwelt 
on earth by the mcans of his miracles. This 
is that man of fin St Paul ſpeaks of, while 
coming was in the effectual power of Satan, 
in figns and lying wonders, and in all de- 
ceiveableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, 2 Theſſ. ii. 
9, 10. and by his cunning practices got at 
length as many heads to his body, and horns 
to his head, as the dragon had, and got him 
a muſtreſs too like himſelf, the whore of Ba 
bylon, whom John ſaw, Rev. xvii. 6. drunke 
wh the blood of the ſaints, and with th 
blood of the martyrs of Jeſus ; witneſs the 
llaughters made, and barbarous outrages com 
mitted upon the Waldenſes, who firſt pro 

claimed to the world that Rome was the whore 
of Babylon, and the Pope antichriſt. But, i 
theſe latter days, the Lord hath blaſted tha 
man of ſin wit the breath of his mouth, an- 
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7 Bernard in Quadrag Serm. 5. 
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oken off many horns of the beat, which 
th provoked thoſe antichriſtian generations 
a very high degree, Rev. xii.—and the 
evil undoubtedly hath now greater wrath 
an ever, becauſe he knoweth that he hath 
ut a ſhort time. Now, of late years, his 
eateſt proctors, the Jefuits, have not ſpared 
profeſs deſpair of prevailing in their cauſe 
y diputation, as appears by Weſton's Pre- 
ce to his book, De ſriplici hominis flatu. Ihe 
ordian knot of controverſies in religion muſt 
e cut aſunder by ſome Alexander's {word.— 
elke this ſet was privy to ſome intentions 
n foot, for the raiſing of ſuch meteors as at 
ngeth have broken forth into thoſe ſtorms 
hich ſince have exerciſed all Germany, if 
ot all Chriſtendom, in the Weſt: And I have 
ead a diſcourſe written by one who was ſome- 
imes ſecretary to the Pope, diſcovering the 
ractices of thoſe times, and relating a council 
or the propagating of religion, erected and 
aſtituted by Glemens Octavus, that whining 
'ope ; thereby concealing the bloody and bar- 
darous intention of his heart: ſome ſay, that 
or all his whining he was as impure as bloody. 
ow theſe courſes, wherewith they travelled 
any years, being now brought forth unto 
he light, I wonder not a little that they per- 
It in their motive learning, which of all others 


of the baſeſt allay, and hath more of the 


ature of a charm than of a medicine, to cure 
ror in a rational way, For I cannot be per- 
ded otherwiſe, but that ſome vile Jeſuit 
hath 
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hath an hand in this e to ſtyle lum. fron 
ſelf a preacher of the golpe for 22 he 
holds the Pope to be ug bf controverſies, 
yet I preſume when he preacherh, he doth not 
take his text out of the Pope's cations, but out 
of the word of God—And we know there are 
Dutch Jeſuirs, as well as Spaniſh Jeſuits; and 
I have heard, that when th Arminian quar- 
rels were rife in the Netherlands, ſome Jeſuit 


have inſinuated themſelves amongſt them, and As 
preached in their congregations, to promote altoge, 
the Arminian cauſe, though not known to be e 
any other than their own miniſters. it agai 

* "This' preacher of the goſpel ſhapes his di. el. 
courſe at pleaſure, calling it 4 Perplexing of Cory 
weſtion ; or, "A Doubtful Caſe of. of. Conſcience ; Chriſt 
whereas, it contains nothing but a thread-bardiif the H 
and old worn-out argument .— He was aſhamed 9 Per 
to ſay that it proceeds concerning the Scripſ queſtie 
ture, leſt the conſcience of every ſober Chriſ theſe l. 


tian ſhould riſe againit it ; therefore, he baulkg8*nera! 
that, and ſhapes it to proceed*oncert ning th che ch 
foundation of the religion of the Proteſtanti with t 
and others who have made a ſeparation fro practice 
the Pope. Now, this foundation is no othei é mann 
than the Scripture of the prophets and apoſtle ot diſ 
which St Paul calls the foundation whereupo text, Pi. 
the church is Built. And the Perplexing Qu" the 
tion, and Doubiful Caſe of” Con uſcience, comes Wat clay 
this, Whether the Scripture or toe Pope be tt but rep] 


fonndition whereupon the church is Built? Id Hl; not 
not well underſtand, what he means by diſti ending 
L WIpture 


B wiſhing thoſe” who have made a 1 8 
| | rol 
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rom the Pope, into Proteſtants and others; 
for none ſeparate from the Pope, but by rea- 
on of the corruptions they find in the And 
of Rome, in the way of error and hereſy, 
ſuperſtition and idolatry, and their bloody and 
barbarous diſpoſition againſt all thoſe that 
cannot brook her abominations ; and Prote- 
ſtants have their name from their proteſtation 
againſt theſe their courſes. 

As for the queſtion, Whether any Chriftian be 
altogether, and infullibly, certain 9 A his faith aud 
religion by the holy Scriptures, and ſafely rely 7 
it againſt all tentations and eee. this 
* Queſtion ? Is this the Doubtful Caſe 

Conſcience ? It is now above 1600 years ſince 
Chriſt's reſurrection, and the coming down of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon the apoſtles on the day 
of Pentecoſt—Wohoever was known to make 
queſtion of this in the church of God, until 
theſe laſt hundred years, wherein ſo great and 
general a ſeparation hath been made, not from 
the church of God, but from communion 
with the church of Rome ?—After Chriſt's 
practice in encountering Satan, and that after 
a Manner competent to every ſumple Chriſtian, 
not diſcovering the Devil's adulterating the 
text, Pſ. xci. He {hall give his angels charge 
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways :” which 
aſt clauſe, in all thy ways, the Devil omitted, — 
but replying, Matt. iv. It is written, thou 
alt not tempt the Lord thy God ; and repre- 
dending the Sadduces for not knowing the 
8 Iptures and the power of God, * 


5 4 
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their error to this their 1 ignorance, and ſhey. 
ing how little need there is that any man ſhould 

riſe from the dead to tell men of that place of 
torment, in caſe they have Moſes and the pro- 
phets ; and that Shoſo will not believe Moe, 
and the prophets, neither will they believe 
though a man rife from the dead, Luke xvi.— 
and counſelling the Jews to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, John v.—and juſtifying them in their 
opinion, thinking them to be ſufficient to 
direct them unto N life. Afterwards, 
the apoſtles ſubmitted Rio doctrine to be 
examined by the word of God. The Berean: 
being commended for this, Acts vii. and pro 
feſſing that the Scriptures are able to make us 
wiſe unto ſalvation, through 1 faith in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Tim. iii. 15. After the ancient 
fathers have called the trial of controverſies to 
the word of God; and Conſtantine, at the 
council of Nice, referred all the biſhops there 
aſſembled to proceed according to this; and 
both Ghryſoſtome and Auſtin have profell:d, 
chat all things neceſſary to ſalvation are clearly 
ſet down in Scripture; and in the controverly 
berween Hierome and Auſtin about Paul's re- 
proving Peter, whether it were done ſerioully, 
or in pretence only, Hierome pleading varicty 
of fathers for his way, and Auftin oppoſing 

the clear evidence of the text againſt them al. 
And Papiſts themſelves, many of the more 
ingenious ſort of them, having been found to 
confeſs, that the laſt reſolution of our faith 


, ought 1 to be made into the word of God ; and 
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he contradictory nature of the Popiſh tenet 
2 proving the true church by the Scriptures, 
nd the Scriptures by the S having been 
nade manifeſt to the world by 1 After 
It this, I fay, that a preacher of the goſpel 
hould be brought upon the ſtage to propoſe 
ach a queſtion, as, Whether any Chriſtian can 
e certain of bit faith by the holy Scriptures ; nor 
ropole it only, but to call it A Perplexed Que/- 
n, and A Doubtful Cafe of Conſcience, is fo un- 
lamefalt a courſe, as, in my judgment, it be- 
ometh none but ſuch an one as hath a whare's 
orehead, and cannot be athamed. 

Yet I conſider the condition of theſe preſent 
mes in Germany, where the antichriſtian 
ongregations have confederated themſelves, 
nd taken counſel againſt God's ſecretaries ; 
nd as Pharaoh purſucd the Iſraelites, think- 
ng to overtake them, and that their luſt ſhould 
e ſatisfied upon them; fo theſe have not only 
hought ſo, but done fo; it is not impoſſible 
ut that ſome weak preacher of the goſpel may 
all into their hands, and be ſo charmed with 
ears, or hopes, or both, as to be drawn into 
heir lure, and brought to do them this piece 
ff ſervice, as to propoſe ſuch a queſtion, and 
ame the child after this manner: (For theſe 
imes are the very hour and power of dark- 
aefs, and Satan is not yet bound, thouglt we 
ruſt his binding is not far oft.) And it is not 
Tango that men ſhould be given over to be- 
ieve lies, and to become ſome ſeſuit's proctor, 


alling men to relieye a ſcrupulous | and per- 
| N 
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| lexed conſcience, and to intreat all Chriſtians, 
— cially the Calviniſt divines and preachers, 
with all due reſpec, to give a ſolution to this 
propoſed queftion, and his in Dutch ; whereas 
M0 n that this queſtion had neither being, 

life or motion, in any other part of the Chril 
tian world, but only in this our England. — 
Well, let us conſider wherein the perplexity 
of this queſtion conſiſts, or what 1t is that 

es It. 

Diſc. Our religion is our faith ; ; faith eil ler 
faves or condemns ; juſtly ought we . to be 
"able to underſtand and prove our faith, ' 
© Config. The firſt propofition, That our re- 
gion is our faith, is brought in to no pur. 
poſe; the argument here uſed ſubſiſts wel 
enough without it, ſuch as it 18, The faith 
that ſaves is an act in man; but that which is 
to be proved is no act in man, but the object 
of that act, the thing believed. What con- 
ſcience the author of this diſcourſe had I know 
not ; but I doubt he will appear to be but of 
rer wit. 

Diſc. But now there ariſeth a great doubt 10 
"us and others of the ſimpler fort of Chriſtians, 
Whether it be poſſible for us to have an infallible 
certainty of our 7 out of the holy Scriptures, 
and fo conſequently to rely on and truft to this faith, 
ar io an a foundation. 

Confid: Let my faith be never ſo certain, 
add my repentance and good works never 10 
Sn I truſt neither to the one nor to the 
orirer ä is the rock and foundation 
: om whereupon 
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whereupon God's church is built ; upon which 
we are btiilt by the knowledge of Chriſt, and 
faith in Chriſt ; and, in him Wh I traſt both 
for the keeping of me in this knowledge, and 
faith of Chriſt, and for the bringing of me 
thereby unto ſalvation, as Paul faith, 1 Cor. 
i. 20. I know whom I have truſted, and 
1 know that he is able to keep that which 
have committed to him.” And 1 Cor. i. 30. 
„God hath made him unto us wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification and redemption.” 
Whoſo doubts whether it be poſſible to have 
any certainty of faith out of the holy Scrip- 
tures, I demand of him, whether he doubts 
of the poſſibility for à man to have any certain 
faith at all; or no; if he doubts whether this be 
poſſible, who ſeeth not that it is more fit this 
queſtion ſhould be propoſed in the firſt place, 
and upon the ſolution thereof. and not afore, 
to proceed to inquire by what this certainty 
may be had ; if he doubts not but that this 1s 
relle. let him ſhew us how or by what means 
be is aſſured hereof, as namely, whether by 
natural reaſon, ' or by the word of the Pope, 
of by the word of an angel. And indeed, if 
the ' ueſtion | were 1 indifferently and 2 
fairly with diſtinction, we ſhould · ſoon per- 
ceive 1 little cauſe there is to call this a Per- 
plexed Queſtion, or a Doubtful Cafe of Conſcience, 
though! theſe forms ſavour of no IParning, nor 
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ig it in perplexed terms, tle meaning 
whereof cannot be eaſily unfolded ; but rather 
in finding out the truth thereof, and that i; 
only in caſe the reaſons be of equal moment 
on both ſides, wherewith the truth is incum- 
bered ; ſo that the light and convincing evi- 
dence thereof cannot eaſily break forth and 
appear. Then as for a caſe of conſcience, that 
1s a very alien notion, and ill applied in thi; 

place: for caſes of conſcience are only touch- 
ing what we ought to do in a certain caſe; 

but this is only touching poſſibility of allu- 
rance, as, Whether we can have any certain 
faith by the holy Scriptures, But let us bro: 
ceed diſtinctly; and, 


1. Let us inquire, Whether a man can 


have any certain faith at all ?—1 anſwer, 1ſt, 
They may ; for many have had it, as it is de- 
fined by St Paul, Heb. xi. to be the evidence 
of things not ſeen, the ground'of things hoped 
For; and there the apoſtle reckons up a cata- 
logue of many that had ſuch a faith. I preſume 
the propounder of this, if he be a Chriſtian, 
makes no queſtion hereof; and that Abraham, 
the father of the faithful, Rom. iv. 18, 19, 20. 
. was ſuch a one, who againſt hope believed in 
hope, and being not. weak in faith, he ſtagger- 
ed not at the promiſe of God through unbe- 
lief, but was ſtrong in faith, giving glory to 
* God; and chat all the true children of Abra- 
ham have the like faith as Abraham had. 


2d, But then let us diſtinguiſh when we treat 


of : ; this may be underſtood Ather 


in 


— 
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in reference to the power of nature, or in re- 
{ſpect of the power of God: and according to 
this diſtinction I anſwer, that it is utterly im- 
poſſible to believe this by the power of nature, 
Matt. xvi. 17. © Fleſh and blood hath not re- 
vealed this unto thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven.” And 1 Cor. ii. 14. The natu- 
ral man perceives not the things of God; for 
they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he 
know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſ- 
cerned.” And Iſa. li. 1. © Who hath' be- 
heved our report? and to whom hath the arm 
of God been revealed?“ And John xii. 39. 
Therefore they could not believe, becauſe 
Efaias ſaith again, he hath blinded their eyes, 
and hardened their hearts ; that they ſhould 
not ſee with their eyes, nor underſtand with 
their heart, and be converted, and I ſhould 
heal them.” And Rom. viu. 8. © They that 
are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God;“ and con- 
ſequently, they cannot have faith ; for ſurely 
by faith we pleaſe God. But then, on the 
other fide, it is moſt true, that by the power 
of God a man may believe, Acts xviii. 27. 
They believed through grace.” And Phul. 
i. 29. © To you it is given not only to believe 
in him, but to ſuffer for him.” And to be- 
lieve and find mercy at God's Ae are all 
one, Rom. xi. 30. 

Now, if it be granted that faith may be had 
in what degree of certainty ſoever, what ſober 
Chriſtian can make doubt, but that if queſtion 
be made about the means whereby we 3 3 

| ave 
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have it, it may be had by holy Scripture ag 
well as by. any other means? yea, and far 
better, 8 that faith is, in the proper 
notion thereof, the aſſent to ſomewhat from 
the authority of the ſpeaker ;.and if the ſpeaker 
is but a man, it is no better than faith human; 
if the ſpeaker be God, that, and that alone, 
makes it to be faith diving, Now we all con- 
teſs, that the holy Scripture is the word of 
Sit and, therefore, if by any word faith 
y be had in what degree of certainty ſo- 
rout ſure it May be had by the word of God, 
yea, and that no other way can divine faith 
be had but by the word of God; not by the 
word of the creature, whether man or angel. 
And, if faith may be wrought by the power 
of God's Spirit in the heart of any man, he 
that makes queſtion whether this may be done 
by the holy Scriptures, had need of ſome good 
meaſure of hellebore to purge his brain, for 
he ſeems to me to be in the next degree to 
a madman : for ſeeing faith is no faith, unleſs 


it depend upon ſome word, that God {ould 


. work his faith by another word than his own, 


is as uncouth and contradictory an aſſertion, 
I ſhould think, as ever was heard among the 
learned. But it may be this author, through 
the confuſion of his wits, hath not hitherto 
been ſo happy as to deliver himſelf fairly of 
is own meaning: therefore, let us take no- 
tice of the diſcourſe itſelf, whether it may 
bear any better ſtate of the queſtion than yet 
we have been acquainted with—For I "> 
8 | bat 
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that, in the iſſue, the ſtate of the queſtion will 
come to this, | 

Whether it be poſſible for us by the holy 
Scripture, to have any certain aſſurance of 
the meaning of it. 

Diſc. The reaſon of our doubting is this— 
Both Papifls and Calvinifts holding contrary opi- 
nion, do maintain and prove by the holy Scrip- 
tures ( as they ſuppoſe ) the contrary to that which 
the Lutherans hold ; ſeriouſly affirming, that in the 
Scriptures the Lutheran religion is condemned, and 
therrs confirmed. Which thing no man will deny 
to be an evident argument of the obſcurity of the 
holy Seriptures.— F there be two phyſicians of equal 
learning, and of the ſame intent in curing the ſich, 
that is, alike defirous to cure the diſeaſe ; and if 
theſe phyſicians ſhould out of one and the ſame book 
rather, the one, that a fever is cured with wine 
and, the other, that wine it as bad as poiſon to 
them that have the fever; how, I pray, ſhall we 
know which of” theſe two to take part withal ?— 
A man can gather nothing, but that the remedy 
for that diſeaſe is obſcurely expreſſed in that Gol. 

Cunſid. The ſum of all this is, that the 
deripture is obſcure; and that which the au- 
thor would infer from hence is this—There- 
fore it is impoſſible to be ſure of the meaning of is; 
whereby, now I perceive, the Perplexed Que/- 
ton and Doubtful Caſe of Conſcience comes but 
%o this in plain eras, Whether it be poſſible 
or a man to be ſure of the meaning of Scrip- 
ure : the author maintains the negative, and 
oves it, becauſe the Scripture is obſcure 1 

an 
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and the obſcurity of Scripture he proves by 
this, that men differ in the expoſition of jt. 
Now this I will examine in order, and fis\} 
obſerve the dodging diſpoſition of this author, 
and manifeſt evidence of his corrupt affection, 
and that he comes to this work with an inten. 
tion not to ſeek the truth, but to circumvent 
it rather: For whereas the force of his argu- 
ment to prove that the Scripture is obſcure, 
is but this, that divines differ in the interpre- 
tation of Scripture yet it ſerved his turn 
rather to inſtance in Papiſts and Calvinitts 
Joining together, in the interpretation of Scrip- 
ture, contrary to the Lutherans. Might he 
not as well give inſtance in Papiſts and Luthe. 
rans holding together, in the interpretation of 
Scripture, contrary to the Calviniſts ? Might 
he not as well have inſtanced in Lutherans and 
Califts joining together, in the interpreta- 
tion of Scripture, contrary to the Papiits f'— 
Undoubtedly he might! for it is but an inde- 
finite propoſition, and the matter is clearly con- 
tingent. Now an indefinite propoſition, in 
a contingent matter, is confeſſed in ſchools to 
have no greater force than of a particular pro 
poſition : as much as to ſay, they differ on 
from another in the interpretation of ſome 
Scriptures., Now this. may very well be true, 
not only of Papiſts differing from Proteſtants, 
but of Papiſts differing from Papiſts, (as Mal 
donate from Janſenius,) and Proteſtants from 
Proteſtants; not only Lutherans from Calvi 
niſts, but one Lutheran from another, and on: 
* 55 Calvinill 
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alviniſt from another, in the interpretation 
flome places of Scripture. Nay, doth not one 
ather difter from another after this very man- 
er? And do not modern divines, even Papiſls 
s well as Proteſtants, take liberty of diſſenting 
rom all the ancients, in the interpretation of 
ome places of Scripture? Witneſs Maldonate in 
he interpretation of that, Matt. v. 3. © Bleſſed 
re the poor in ſpirit,” who takes a way of 
nterpretation different from all the ancients; 
y his own confeſſion. And Cardinal Cajetan, 
rhen he was put upon the ſtudying of Scrip- 
ure, by occaſion of his conference with Martin 
Luther, who would hear nothing but Scrip- 
ure, Tee what a profeſſion he makes in his 
ntrance upon writing commentaries on the 
\criptures ; Si guando occurrerit novus ſenſus lextui 
anfonus, nec a facra Scriptura, nec ab Eccleſiæ doc- 
rina diſſonus, quamvis a torrente doftorum facrorum 
alenum, @qios ſe prebeant cenſores: And when 
Auſtin takes notice of the multiplicity of tranſ- 
ations of the Scripture, he was ſo far from 
being offended thereat, that he profeſſed there 
was more profit than damage redounding 
thereby to the church; and why may it not 
be ſo by different interpretations alſo ? it being 
more eaſy to judge which of them is the right, 
or by refuting them all to find out the true 
interpretation, than at the firſt daſh to find 
out the true meaning. | | 
2. Obſerve the abſurd and malicious car- 
riage of this author; 1ſt, In ſhaping different 
religions, according to different interpretations 


of 


—_—C — 

A ”- 
. 1 
9 


— 


of Scriptures ; whereas I have ſhewn, that the 


and immodeſt, as to lay to their charge that 


there are different opinions among the Luthe- 


| churches, which we conceive to be'a very dan- 
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force of the propoſition is only a particular, 
namely, that they differ in the interpretation 
of ſome places of Scripture, which difference 
I have ſhewn may be found, and ever hath 
been found, more or leſs, even amongſt them 
that are of the ſame religion; as amongſt none 
have been more different interpretations | of 
Scripture found, than amongſt the ancients: 
yet what Chriſtian is found to be ſo impudent 


they differed in religion; and look how many 
different interpretations of Scripture were found 
amongſt them, ſo many different religions there 
were amongſt them He might as well pro- 
feſs, that the Papiſts amongſt themſelves, the 
Lutherans amongſt themſelves, and the Cal- 
viniſts amongſt themſelves, are of different 
religions. 

3. We acknowledge different opinions be- 
tween Lutherans and Calviniſts'; ſo no doubt, 


rans themſelves, and the Calviniſts themſelves ; 
but we utterly deny there are different reli- 
gions. The Lutherans we hold to be true 
churches, agreeing with us in the fundamental 
points of faith, and likewiſe in being free from 
idolatry ; for albeit they have images in their 


gerous thing, yet they do not worſhip chem; 
and although they hold real Preſence in the 


Sacrament, yet they do not adore it. 
* 6 Hoke 80 
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So that albeit we think ſome of their opi- 
ons are contrary to the Scripture, and they 
unk the like of ſome of ours, yet neither we 
y of their religion, nor they of ours I trow, 
bat it is contrary to the Scripture, much leſs 
hat it is condemned in Scripture. 

But come we to the main ſcope of this au- 
hor's diſcourſe, which is to prove that the 
criptures are obſcure, and from thence to in- 
xr, that we can have no aſſurance of the true 
deaning of it. To this we anſwer, 

1. By denying the conſequence, which is 
bz—Divines differ in the interpretation of 
eripture; therefore, the Scripture is obſcure. 

And I prove the abſurdity, and untruth, and 
reakneſs of it. a 
1. It is weak; for at the uttermoſt it proves 
it it is obſcure but in ſome places: for this 
liference of interpretation is but of ſome 
laces, as I have ſhewn ; and the force of the 
ropoſition I have ſhewn to be no greater than 
be force of a particular, 


may prove that the Scripture is clear, thus :— 
hat Scripture is clear in the interpretation, 
herein men of different opinions and diffe- 
at religions do agree ; but men of different 
pinions and religions do agree in the inter- 
retation of divine Scripture ; therefore, the 
Ine Scripture is clear; and, indeed, it will 
found that. we agree in the interpretation 
t of ſore only, but of many places of holy 
npture. Now what abſurd a courſe is it 
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2. It is abſurd; for by the ſame reaſon 
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for a diſputant ſo to diſpute, as that his arg 
ment may be retorted with as good force agait 
him; yea, and much more? For when me 
of different opinions are found to differ abo 
the 1 interpretation of a Scripture, it may beth 
ariſeth from the love of their own opinio: 
which makes the Scripture ſeem to ſound t 
ſame way; but when they agree in the inte 
pretation of Scripture, notwithſtanding th 
other differences, this argues the Scripture 
be clear enough. Nay, we know Bellarmi 
will diflike an opinion, and Maldonate an i 
terpretation of Scripture, for Calvin's ak 
ſtriving to differ from ſuch as they hate, t. 
without all juſt cauſe, and to wreſt the Sci 
tures to ſerve their turns. 

3. Laſtly; the conſequence is as untrue, 
it is weak and abſurd ; for the cauſe of t 
difterence may be in the darkneſs of their 
derſtanding, who take upon them to interpl 
it, rather than in the darkneſs of the Script 
itſelf; which, whether we confider the Law 
the Goſpel, each of them i is termed light 
the Spirit of God. © Thy law is a lanthd 
to my feet, and a light unto my paths,” fal 
David, Pf. exix. And of the Goſpel our « 
viour. ſpeaks, * Light came into the wor 
but. men. loved darkneſs rather than ligh 
John iii. 19.—the greater will be their c 
demnation. * 

And as for the inſtance propoſed to pri 
the conſequence, of two phyſicians, 1. 
particular propoſed is moſt inficit, and a m- 

fiction den all colour. 2. 
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2. Yet I doubt not but Galen and Hippo- 
ates, in divers places, may admit diſterent 
terpretations : Therefore I anſwer, 

1. This alſo may ariſe not fo much from 
e obſcurity of the text, as from the fault of 
e interpreter. : 
2. It is a moſt alien courſe, to compare the 
ord of God and the word of man together ; 
r man may contradict himſelf; God cannot: 
an may forget one time what he delivered 
another; God cannot. | 
3. There is a vaſt difference between the 
ungs of men and the things of God ; ſo that 
hereas natural reaſon, and natural inſtruction, 
ay be ſufficient to enable a man to under- 
and the writings of another man; yet only 
pernatural illumination is ſufficient to enable 
man to diſcern the things of God :—yer, 
confeſs, on this particular ſome judicious 
ader may think to find a flaw ; yet, I pre- 
me, that upon ſerious conſideration that at- 

pt will prove but vain, and none but a So- 
lan will oppoſe in this, who denies all „dee 
fa, and acknowledgeth none but acguifita, 
th natural ; and ſhrewd ſuſpicions that way 


e betrayed by Mr Chillingſworth, as if he 


knowledged no faith, but faith natural. 

2. But be it granted that the Scripture is 
cure : 1. Conſider the force of this propo- 
jon; it is but an indefinite; and the matter 


apparently contingent ; for, undoubtedly, it 
s at the good pleaſure of God to ſpeak after 


Gy loweth, 


lat manner he thought good. Hence it fol- 
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loweth, that the force hereof is but the for 
of a particular propoſition ; as much as to in 
that the Scripture in ſome places is obſcun 
or ſome places of Scripture are obſcure. An 
iadeed, Gregory of old hath profeſſed, that t 
holy Scripture is like unto a ford, wherein 
lamb may wade, and an elephant may ſwin 
and, before him, St Paul tells us, that it c 
tains both milk for babes, and ſtrong meat kh 
men; there is enough, and that plain enoug 
to ſatisfy the hungry; and there 1s alſo enoug 
and that obſcure enough, to prevent non-ſe: 
ing, eſpecially in the prophecies for the tim 
to come. The firſt promiſe of the covenant 
grace was this, © the ſeed of the, woman 1h; 
break the ſerpent's head.” Here is a donb 
myſtery in general notions carried ; the 0 
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the myſtery of Chriſt's perſon expreſſed by | 55 
ſeed of the woman, but implied to be ſom i ſcure 
what more, yea much more, even ſuch ad l 
as thould break the ſerpent's head; the oth differ 
the myltery of his office, carried only in ti more 
general notion of breaking the ſerpent” s heal dicter 
In this time of grace, we know this to ha nius 
been brought to paſs by his dying for our ſiſ Tertu 


and his riſing again for our juſtification. H. 
this been known to Satan, as now it is to ui 0 
is it credible that he would have perſuadt 
Judas, as he did, to contract with the hig 
prieſts to betray him into their hands? 
were Judas-like, after he had betrayed | 
Maſter to go forth and hang himſelf: 1 | 
know, that Upony the croſs he ſpoiled prinq of ob 
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palities and powers, and made a ſhevr of them 


openly, and triumphed over them. The day 
of Chriſt's reſurrection, undoubtedly, was a day 
of extreme confuſion to the devil, and all his 
angels of darkneſs—So the Jews, had they 
known this myſtery of his perſon, © they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory,” 1 Cor. 
1. 8.—“ but this wiſdom of God in a myſtery 
was hid from them,” 1 Cor. ii. 7,—and © be- 
cauſe they knew him not, nor the words of 
the prophets which were read every ſabbath- 
day, they fulfilled them in condemning him,” 


Acts x11. 27. But if all things necellary to 


falvation are plainly ſet down in holy Scrip- 
ture, as both Chryſoſtome, a Greek father, and 
Auſtin, a Latin father, have concurrently de- 
ivered, what are we the worſe for the obſcu- 
rity of the ſame ? 2. But ſuppoſe all were ob- 
ſcure, yet are there not degrees of obſcurity ? 
Amongſt writers in all languages there is this 
difference - ſome write more obſcurely, ſome 
more clearly; as amongſt the Greeks, what 
difference between Chryſoſtome and Epipha- 


mus this way ?—among the Latins, between 


Tertullian and Cyprian ? Yet who doubts but 
even Tertullian may be underſtood, and that 
by Cyprian, who was wont to call for him in 
theſe terms, Da mibi magiftrum ; give me the 
teacher ; ſo amongſt ſchool divines, Aquinas 
and Durand are perſpicuous and clear ; not ſo 
with Scot or Cajetan ; ſo Alvares fair and clear, 
Naverrettus a Dominicants, but all along labours 
oF obſcurity as a man doth of the gout ; whe- 
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ther he underſtood himſelf or no, I know not; Spir 
ſure I am he torments his reader; yet by pain falv: 
*and intention of ſtudy the difficulty may be wor 
overcome, as I have found in part; but I dg, As 
not think any knowledge in him worthy to be God 
redeemed with the like labour: never any thing 2. ? 
tormented me more, unleſs it were the con-M luſti 
ſtruing of Dr Jackſon's Engliſh, yet no when fidel 
elſe that I know ſave in treating of the Divine as fe 
Eſſence, Prov. xiv. 16. Now the word of Gol aue 
hath taught us, that knowledge is eaſy to hin terec 
that will underſtand. © If thou calleſt after MW doul 
knowledge, and crieſt for underſtanding : lf T 
thou ſeekeſt her as filver, and ſearcheſt for het ſerve 
as for hid treaſures : Then ſhalt thou under thro! 
ſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the know. the 8 
ledge of God,” Prov. ii. 3, 4, 5.—eſpecially A of all 
touching all things neceflary unto ſalvation MW fmp 
2. But ſuppoſe it were very obſcure througb and 


out, is not God the author able to inſtru u perce 
in his own meaning, and make us aſſured of iti the « 
And hath not our Saviour aſſured us; that i Foun 
earthly fathers know how to give good thing felve: 
do their children, much more ſhall the heaven wate! 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ai to th 
him.“ The holy apoſtle teacheth us this ſa voice 
ing, 1 John u. 27, © That anointing him whid more 
ye received of him dwelleth in you; and y of thi 
need not that any man teach you: but, as ti the \ 
{ame anointing teacheth you all things.” churc 

- Hereupon Nider, a Papiſt, in his Con/olataSi foes ; 
rium timorate Conſcientiæ, acknowledgeth, tha And 


every child of God hath the direction of thi laſt r. 
Spur 
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Spirit, to lead him into all truth neceſſary to 
falvatica.* And certainly the truth of God's 
word 18 infallible, Cui nin poteft ſubeſſe falſum. 
As for the certainty ex parte Scientis, 1. That 
God can work in ſuch a meaſure as he pleaſeth, 
2. Yet we know in the beſt there is the fleſh 
luſting againſt the ſpirit, and that ſways to in- 
fidelity, but the better part maſters it. 3. And 
as for doubting, that is rather on the part of 
fiducia, than of Ades, and thoſe doubts are maſ- 
tered, and that is the beſt faith that maſters 
doudts, and overcometh tentations. 

Thus, I preſume, the ſober reader may ob- 
ſerve the rotten condition of this diſcourſe 
throughout; yet we have ſpoken nothing of 
the Scripture, in compariſon to other means 
of aſſurance which this author ſubdolouſly, or 
imply conceals ; becauſe to leave Scripture, 
and to ſeek forth for aſſurance elſewhere, he 
perceives that this would manifeſtly appear in 
the end, to be no better than to leave © the 
Fountain of living water, and to dig unto our- 
ſelves Pits, even broken pits that can hold no 
water, Jer. ii. 13. For conſider, thall we fly 

to the voice of the church ?—Confider—the 
voice of God 1s the voice of the church, and 
more. 1. It is the voice of the church, yea, 
of the beſt church, and pureſt church, namely, | 
the voice of the prophetical and apoſtolical 
church. For Deus loquitur per prophetas et apo- 
flakes ; God ' [peaks by the prophets and apyftles,— 
And this is that church into whoſe voice the 
laſt reſolutioa of our faith ought to be made, 
| in 
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in the opinion of Durand then it is more than 


the voice of the church, for © holy men ſpake 


as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pet. 
1.21. You will ſay, but all the queſtion | Is 
about the meaning of it. 

I anſwer, 1. May there not be as much quel- 
tion about the meaning of the voice of the 
church, as about the meaning of God's word ? 
Where doth the church ſpeak more authen- 
tically than in general councils ? See the coun- 
cil of Trent,“ the Pope was unwilling to con- 
firm it, till Cardinal Bon Compagio, N 
of Beſtrice, urged him thereunto upon 
ground, — That withal he ſhould publiſh an 
Epic, forbidding all men to take upon them 
the interpretation thereof, and commanduig 
them to ſeek that from him; and then, ſaith 


he, let us alone to deviſe a convenient inter- 


pretation of it, without prejudice to the advan- 
tages of the court of Rome. 

2. Againr;—general councils may err, as 
Auſtin obſerves; the former have been cor- 
rected by the latter in ſome things. 

3- Such councils never went about to write 
commentaries upon the Scripture ; and, if they 
ſhould, Cajetan confeſſeth that an interpreta- 
tion may be given congruous to the text, yet 
different from the torrent of doctors, notwith- 


ſtanding which we ought to receive it. 


4 Laſtly; after what ſenſe ſoever I inter- 


pret Scripture in any argument, if I am not 


able to make it good by convincing arguments 
8 n "£0 


* Hiſtory of the Council of Trent. 
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to every ſober conſcience, let my proofs be 
rejected; but withal let him look to it after 
what manner he reſiſts the evidence brought, 
as he will anſwer for it at the day of Judgment, 
according to that of our Saviour, John xu! 48. 
He that refuſeth me, and receiveth not my 
words, hath one that judgeth him : the word 
that I have ſpoken, it ſhall judge him at the 
laſt day.” 

1. It were eaſy to produce variety of teſti- 
monies, even of Papiſts, acknowledging the 
la:t reſolution of our faith ought to be made 
into the word of God, and that the true church, 


and the power which it hath, is not known 


but by the word of God. 

2. Or will they ſay the Pope is to reſolve 
us as touching the meaning of Scripture.— 
To this I anſwer, 1. That I care not who in- 
terprets Scripture to me, ſo he perform the 
part of an interpreter indeed, and make it ap- 
pear to be the meaning of it. 2. And if I do 
not ſo, I am content to ſuffer the loſs of that 
argument, whatever it be. 

3. Then it hath been a very rare thing for 
popes to ſet themſelves to interpret Scrip- 
ture. 4. It is well known that Liberius, Pope. 
of Rome, ſubſcribed to Arianiſm; Honorius 
was a Monotholite; Pope John XXII. denied 
that the ſouls of men lived after ſeparation 


from the body, (like to the Socinians of theſe 


days,) whoſe opinion was cried down at Paris, 
and openly proclaimed heretical by the ſound 
of a trumpet. 

| a 
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4- Or ſhall the rule of interpretation of 
Scripture be the congruity of it to natural 
reaſon, as the Socinians make it ? This is moſt 
ſhameful and unreaſonable, conſidering, 1. 
That our natural reaſon is much corrupt by 
the fin of Adam: „The things of God ſeem 
fooliſhneſs. to the natural man,” 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
Naturally we are all darkneſs. 2. In the ſtate 
of innocency, do we think that Adam by natu- 
ral reaſon was able to find out, or juſtify, the 
Trinity of Perſons in the Unity of the Deity ? 

We ſay God may be known by the light of 
nature, quod attinet ad Unitatem nature ; with 
regard to the Unity of nature; but not known 
quod attinet ad Trinitatem Perſonarum ; with re- 
Hect to the Trinity of Perſons. God hath ſet 
the world in man's heart,” faith Solomon; 
yet can he not find out the works that he 
hath wrought from the beginning to the end,” 
Ecelef. iii. 11,—and if he cannot find out the 
works of God, 1s he able to find out the nature 
of God himſelf ? We know he is ſaid to dwell 
in a dark cloud. 

Diſc. Obj. Some may objedt—The Sefs do nol 
follow the Scriptures only, but they add, the Papi/ts 
their traditions ; the Galviniſts their reaſons ; the 
Anabaptiſts their dreams. | 

I anſwer: They do ſo, in thoſe things which 

are not clearly taught in the holy Scriptures ; ® 
but, in the controverſies hetween them and 
Lutherans, they proceed not ſo, but by Scrip- 
tures fight againſt Lutheran tenets, which are 
; dene by the Scri ptures, and endeavour, 
by 


of 


= 
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by the help of the Scriptures, to fight for and 


defend their own, ich the Lutherans by Hil 
Scriptures do condemn. —Nay more, there are THIN 
ſome, viz, the Anabaptiſts, that urge the Scrip- 1441 


tures in the very letter more than the reſt. 
The Calviniſts uſe their reaſons, and out of 
the Scriptures draw arguments, which thing 
the Lutherans alſo do, never ſuffering any of 
theirs to reaſon againſt the Scriptures. 

Conſid. This author will have the making 
of his own bed, and ſhapes his reader at the | 
firſt encounter to yield, acknowledging the 
uncontradictable nature of his former one only 
argument, which yet I have thewn to be both 

very weak, very ridiculous, and very untrue. 
But we keep our ground, profeſling to the 
world, that the Scriptures alone being the word F 
of God, are the rule of our faith, and no word | f 
of man: Papiſts add traditions, which yet they 1 
account the word of God unwritten: we abhor KI! 
to make any thing the rule of our faith but 
the written word of God. It is falſely ſaid, © | 
that Calviniſts add their reaſons ; they rather | 
ſuppoſe reaſon than add it; the word of God 1 
being given to none but reaſonable creatures. 4 
Neither do we make this reaſon of ours a rule bl 
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of faith added to God's word; but it is that 1 
light which God hath given us wherewith to 
a into the meaning of his word, and by | 
ſtudious inquiſition and obſervation to di. | 
cover it, and make it known to others, and by 


good reaſon out of the text to convict others 
of the truth. And doth this author's reaſon 


. 


N 
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go to bed, and fleep, when he comes to read 
and ſtudiouſly to conſider the word of God ? 
If it doth, he will prove no better than a drowſy 
ſtudent ; and I know no reaſon but ſuch a one 
may: be in love with dreams as well as Ana- 
baptiſts. 

1. In his anſwer he carrieth himſelf moſt ab- 
ſurdly and ridiculouſly. For, 1. Moſt inſipid- 
ly he ſuppoſeth, that the controverſies amongſt 
Proteſtant divines are about ſuch things as are 
clearly taught in Scripture, as if they agreed 
in thoſe things which are not clearly ſet down 
in Scripture, and differ only about things which 
are clearly delivered there. 

2. He ſuppoſeth that Calviniſts do not uſe 
reaſon in the controverſies between them and 
the Lutherans, but only in other things,. — 

which is moſt untrue, and abſurd withal; for 
controverſies cannot poſſibly be managed with- 
out reaſon, both as touching the proof of their 
oven tenet, and touching the diſproof of the 
tenet oppoſite : And this muſt needs be-the 
guiſe of the Lutherans alſo. 

It is falſe which he ſaith of Anabaptiſts, that 
they urge the very letter of Scriptures more 
wh the reſt. | For both Calviniſts and Luthe- 
rans inſiſt wholly upon the literal ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture, and more than the Anabaptiſts, in caſe 
they (as formerly by this author ſaid) did de- 
pend in dreams; for ſo do not Proteſtants, but 
on Scripture only, and that according unto 


ſenſe literal, not at all according to ſenſe myſ- 


Broads 122 only in caſe the ſenfe myſtical be 


expounded |} . 
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xpounded. by ſome apoſtle, and thereby made 
iteral. 2. But herein this author's ignorance 
liſcovers itſelf, that he confounds ſenſe literal 
mth the proper ſenſe of the words. We ac- 
mnowledge ſenſe literal to comprehend ſenſe 
metaphorical, as well as proper, and to ſtand 
in contradiction only to ſenſe myſtical : but 
in caſe we take that in a metaphorical ſenſe, 
which our adverſaries in any point take in 
a ſenſe proper, if we do not prove the ſenſe 
wherein we take it, and diſprove theirs by 
onvincing arguments, we will allow the h- 
derty to reject our tenet, and follow their own; 
or we defire to make our faith evident to the 
onſciences of all oppoſites ; and if they can 
make their tenets in like manner evident to us, 
e will renounce our own, and embrace theirs. 
z. And this author ſpeaks at random, and he 
nows not what, when he would have his 
eader believe the Calviniſts permit any to rea- 
on againſt the Scriptures ; for by reaſon to 
lear the meaning of Scripture, i is not, I truſt, 
reaſon againſt it, but for it rather; efpecial- 
y conſidering, that by reaſon of Scripture only 
e diſpute the meaning of any place. 
ile. Obj. 2. Fit be objected unto them, that 
ey ilfully, and againſt their conſciences, do com 
mn the Lutheran tenets, and confirm their own ; 
ey will anſwer, | 
Anſ. That this were a very grievous fin, and 
at men ought not to preſume that they would 
% and corrupt the letters and commands of their 


rd to his . and JutjeAr ; ; much leſs that 2 
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do maliciouſly err, and lead themſelves and other; 
into the danger of their ſalvation : and, to ſay the 
' truth, it is not likely that ſo many hundred thou- 


2 

4 of men would come to that putch of malice, 4 
though one ſhould, eſpecially ſeeing they dare con- 70 
firm their honeſt meaning with an oath ; wherefore, * 


unlefs they be convicted of maliciouſly-20i [ful error, f 


we Hall ſeem injuriouſly to ſlander them. Cz 
Confid. I ſee no reaſon why ſuch a cenſure 42 


ſhould: be paſſed upon the Calviniſts, more 
than upon the Lutherans ; more ſpecioully i it 
ſhould be paſſed by them that are orthodox, 
upon them that are not; though T juſtify not 
this cenſure whoſoever makes i it; and certainly 
there is no juit cauſe to paſs it upon them who 
are in the right; and charity will forbid us 
raſhly to paſs this cenſure upon them who are 
in the wrong. And as I find defect of love 
in them who paſs ſuch cenſures hand over 
head upon their oppolites ; ſo I find want of 
judgmem in this author, who puts it upon 
a man's oath to clear himſelf of going againſt 
his conſcience in the tenets he maintaineth; 
for he that faith a thing againſt his conſcience, 
is next door by to the ſwearing of it. But 
theſe Fre ſuch idle and addle conceits, that it 
cauſeth no ſmall indignation in me to waſte 
precious time in them, which might be better 
ſpent on worthier ſubjects. 
Dic. Obj. 3. 7 may be objefted—Perhap! 
they be foreftalled with ee opinions. 
Anſ. I anſwer — How ? You will ſay they ac- 
8 — from their cradles to their ow! 
| religion, 
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religion, forfaking the Bible and other books.— 
 Janſfwer—This is true in Popery; but not in Culvi- 
ile, andothers, who urge the Bible mort than we 
do. Theſe have more freedom than wwe have to 
the other religions. Do not the children of the 
Lutherani aljo inure themſelves to their religion 
from their childhood ? Do they learn a Popiſb or 
Calvingflical rutechiſm before. they have learned 
a Laitheran one? 1s not that @ man's religion to 
which he accuſtoms himſelf? How doth a child, 
or a lapman that hath been taught no religion, 
hnow *ehat ir Lutheraniſm, vr Calviniſm ? Deth 
be not take that religion which is jirft offered to 
bim? Beſides, no fore-conceited opinion ts fo faſt 
rooted, but that it will give place to clear demon- 
firations, *ohich is confeſſed among all. There- 
fore, w6e {ball never be able to confute any religion 
with the objeflion of fore-conceived opinions. 

What ſball I jay more ? Do other religivns want 
civil learning There art found amongſt them fuf- 
fiently learned and ingenious men, and oftentimes 
they have much better and fitter means for the ad- 
vancement 7 learning, than the Lulberums have ; 
eſpecially the Papuſts, who make chorce of the beſt 
wits, whom they employ in a manner from their 
cradles to their ſull age, in nothing elſe but ſtudy, 
meditation, and continual exerciſes, and do abun- 
dently ſupply them wwith all things which ſerve, of 
ſeem to ſerve, for their furthering and fortwarding, 
and with all care and diligence do remove and take 


away whatſoever cauſeth, or ſeems to cauſe, any 


teres and fathers night and day, and refuſe nv 
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labour in learning the. foundation of their own re- 
ligion, and in knowing and underſtanding the errors 
of others. Nay, the method and manner of. learn- 
ing, cf comparing the Scriptures, of interpreting 
according to the analogi of faith, of bringtag uo 
fenſe to the Scriptureg, and fuch other rules, cannot 
be unknown to them., 

Corjid. Who is not foreſtalled with pre- 
conceived opinions? Is not every one brought 
up in the religion of his parents? which yet 
breeds but a natural complying with it, be it 
the beſt religion, until God, by his Spirit of 
regeneration, opens their eyes to apprehend 
the power of God, and the wiſdom of God 
therein; without which, in their moſt zealous 
profeſſion of it, for their fathers ſake, and 
their education's ſake, they will prove no 
better than hypocrites and factious, rather than 
conſcionable in the maintenance of it—which 
yet may be done with as great ſtrength of 
learning, as a natural man is capable of.— 
And though it be a falſe way wherein they have 
been brought up and bred, and they as zeal- 
ous and factious in maintaining it as ever Saul 
was, who made havoc of the church, and en- 
tered into every houſe, and drew out both 
men and women, and put them in priſon; 
yet the Lord, in the midſt of his perſecutions, 
met with him in the way, and 3 5 
him, and ſtruck him with blindneſs natural, 
to mind him thereby of his blindneſs ſpiri- 
tual ; but afterwards he opened his eyes, and 
brought him out of n unto light, and 


made 
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made him not only a profeſſor of that way of 
the goſpel, which before he perſecuted, but 
a famous preacher of it alſo, even the great 
doctor of the Gentiles. So ſaith Peter of the 
Jews to whom he wrote, that they were re- 
deemed from their vain converſation, received 


by tradition of their fathers : And as this was 
true of the Jews, ſo of the Gentiles alſo, as 


| 
d 
C 


Jeremiah propheſied, Jer. xvi. 19. The Gen- 
tiles ſhall come unto thee from the ends of 
the world, and ſhall ſay, Surely our forefathers 
have inherited lies and vanity, wherein there 
was no profit.” And Iſaiah alſo—“ I have 
been ſought of them that aſked not: I was 


found of them that ſought me not: I ſaid, 


Behold me, behold me, to a nation that was 
not called by my name.“ — Some while the 
Apoſtles and Evangeliſts abſtained from preach- 
ing to the Gentiles—and Peter was called in 
queſtion, for going in and preaching Chriſt 
unto the Gentiles, Acts xi. 19, 20, 21. And 
they that were ſcatgered abroad becauſe of the 
perſecution that aroſe about Stephen, went 
throughout till they came unto Phenice, and 


Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to 
no man, but the Jews only. Now ſome of 


them were men of Cyprus, and Cyrene, which 


the Grecians, and preached the Lord he” 
And the hand of the Lord was with them, ſo 


chat a great number believed, and turned unto - 


the Lord.” —See how ſuddenl 7 they turned 


rom idols to ſerve the liviag God, Wie con- 


G trary 


when they were come to Antioch, ſpoke unto 
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to the traditions received of their fore. ¶ pr 
fathers. So true is that of Leo, Ub: Deus Ma- ey 
gifter eff, quam cito diſcitur quod docetur ; where ¶ int 
God is Mofter, une quickly Ear what 15 taught, Ge 
So that theſe were as little trained up in the M the 
Bible, and other books of the Chriſtian reli-W yea 
gion, as the Papiſts ; yea, and far leſs. Any tha 
man hath freedcm to try other religions: have wit 
not we Chriſtians freedom to try the religion for 
of the Jews and of the Turks? and God aban-W the 
dons ſome to turn Turks; and Papiſts have a w 
hberty to try our Proteſtant religion; Verge ma) 


nius, a Popiſh biſhop, did ſo, with a purpolef they 
to refute it; but the hand of God was with ix. « 
him to open his eyes, as with Saul, and be circ: 
turned Proteſtant. By theſe words, Calw reafe 
miſts and others urge the Bible more than v over 
do,” it appears this author is no Calviniſt; {ql they 
by the words following, Do not the chi Az 

. dren of the Lutherans alſo inure themſclveh not 1 
to their religion from their childhood?“ dot the C 
it Not argue that this author is no Lutheran them 
ſio that what to make of him I know not; to whic 
he would not ſeem to be a Papiſt; it ſeems ¶ powe 
is yet to chooſe his religion: and yet if ti ſtroy 
courſe of his be ſerious, it is conſiderable; bij away 


he need not go far for an anſwer to ſo ſupe Wher 
ficial a diſcourſe as this. is the 
It is true, naturally every one is apt tot 

of the religion he received of his fathers, b 
without illumination divine; though he be 
che right way, yet ſhall he have no comfo 
iy apprehenſion of it it; and, by illuminatie 
Givis 
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divine, Saul of a perſecutor ſhall become a 
preacher, and the Gentiles ſhall have their 
eyes opened, and be brought out of darkneſs 


into light, and from the power of Satan unto 


God, though blindneſs come upon Iſrael, as 
they have been held under it now for 1600 
years. A very abſurd thing it is to ſay, we 
thall never be able to confute any religion 
with the objection of fore- conceived opinions: 
for this may be objected to them that are in 
the right way, as well as to them that are in 


a wrong way; and undoubtedly the true way 


may. be embraced in a wrong manner; For 
they are not all Iſrael that are of Iſrael, Rom. 
ix. 6. God threatens fometimes to viſit the 
circumciſed with the uncircumciſed ; and the 
reafon why the Lord gave the Chriſtian world 
over to illuſions, to believe hes, was becauſe 
they recerved not the love of the truth. 

As for civil learning, ſurely there wanted 
not both civil and natural knowledge among 
the Gentiles more than enough ; for this made 
them eſteem © the crofs of Chriſt fooliſhneſs; 
which yet to them that are ſaved, it is the 
power of God.” For it is written, © I will de- 
ſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and will caſt 
away the. underſtanding of the prudent.— 
Where is the wiſe ? where is the ſcribe? where 
is the diſputer of this world? hath not God 
made. the wiſdom of this world fooliſhneſs ? 
For ſeeing the world by wiſdom knew not 
God, in the wiſdom of God, it pleaſed God 
by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave them 

. D 3 that 
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that believe,” 1 Cor. i. 18, 19, 20, 21. And 
hall we now think that civil learning and 


natural ingenuity prefer men to the grace of 
God, or make them the more fit to receive 
the goſpel? Of princes, who more famous for 
natural parts, learning, wiſdom, ingenuity, 
than Trajan, and Marcus Antoninus !—Of 
inferior condition, than Pliny the ſecond, 
the officer of Trajan, who ſpeaks in commen- 
dation of the innocency of Chriſtians ! Yet 


neither of theſe became a Chriſtian: nay, both 


theſe princes- were perſecutors of the church 
of God. And at Athens, for all their learn- 


ing, which made them renowned throughout 


the world, who were converted by Paul's 
preaching chere but Dionyſius, and Damaris, 
and ſome others, Acts xvi, 1 | 

Papiſts are great ſcholars undoubtedly, not 
in logic and philoſophy only, and that in all 
kinds, but in divinity alſo, and that in the 
moſt learned way. Aquinas, a great divine, 
his Sums, I have heard Dr Reynolds call it 
that abſolute body of divinity ; but his wir 
ſerved him to ſerve that church's turn in thoſc 
days; and in maintaining idolatry he is the 


- moſt ſhameful. writer that ever was, for he 


will have the image worthipped with the ſame 
honour that is due to the thing repreſented 
by it, and that by an argument drawn out of 
Ariſtotle, - de memoria et remini iſcentia, oppoſed 
by Durand, Picus Mirandula, and others.— 
1 dannen what Cicero ard of the Grecians, 
2 . e do 5 FINER et reli- 


. ionem 


. 
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gionem nunguam chern; they have learning and 
knowledge ; but neither faith nor religion. Yet 


I will not ſay fo of the church of Rome, tho' 


one ſometimes did. I know it was renown- 


ed for faith all the world over in the days of 


Bt Paul; but a degenerate time came, and às 


at the firſt preaching of the goſpel men turn. 

ed from idols to ſerve the living God, ſo in 
after ages even Chriſtians, and Roman Chril- 
tans as much as any, if not mor e, rurned from 
the living God to ſerve idols; and the whore 
of Babylon, who made all nations drunken 
with the blood of God's ſaints, 18 clearly the 
church of Rome, as it is at this day, and hath 
been for many generations ;—whatſoever their 


learning be, the greater advantage they have 


for the countenancing of their errors, hereſies, 
ſuperſtitions and idolatries, which yet we no- 
thing fear. The apoſtle hath taught us to 
eſteem no knowledge but this, even © of Chriſt 
and him crucified :” Si Chriſtum diſcis nibil gf 


i cetera neſcis; fi Chriftum neſcts mbhileſt ſi cetera 


aifers ; if" ye learn Chriſt, it is malter of no conſc- 
quence whether ye be acquainted with other things ; 
if ye are ignorant of Chrift, it availeth nothing if 
ye know all others. — And if we fear not their 
learning, much leſs have we cauſe to fear their 
wit or wiſdom either, or whatſoever projects 
of theirs; likewiſe, none of theſe ſhould in 
common reaſon commend their religion, God 
uſually infatuating the wiſdom of the wiſe. 
They have all furtherance, I copfeſs, beyond 
us; yet God hath not tied himſelf to annex 

D 4 his 


according to the counſel of God hinafelf ; © to 
the law and to the teſtimomes : if they fpeak 
not according to this, it is becauſe there is no 


too, much more than our own? I willingly 
faſtneſs; in all which, I find nothing but illu- 
ſions in the maintenance of thoſe tenets where- 


of Scriptures, it is well known they have been 


And their commentaries, far the moſt part, 
2 yet I deſpiſe them not; I am content to uſe 


them as ſoon as any of our own ; not fo much 


n moſt places, breaks forth to the diſcovering 
of cheir errors. Well they may talk of bring- 
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his truth to theſe furtherances, leaft of all if 
they be employed not indifferently to the in- 
veſtigatian of truth, but prejudicately to ſup- 
port their own cauſe, the madneſs whereof 
hath been in theſe later days made known to 


the world more than ever. The trial where. 
of we make by the tquch-ſtone of God's word, 


light in them, Ha. viii. 20. Yet we ſtudy 
Scriptures and fathers too as well as they, and 
we have them amongſt us that yield to them 
not a jot; nay, do we net ſtudy their writings 


profeſs I have dane ſo all along, that I might 
come acquainted with their beft ftrength and 


in we differ from them. As for interpreting 
brought unto it by force; ſo was Cajetan in 
his old years, after he had taſted of Luther's 
courſe, -who' would admit of no other au- 
thority in difpute but the word of God.— 
are but a maſs of collections out of others; 


to learn by them, as to obſer ve how they ſtrain 
their wits to quench that light of truth, which, 


ing 
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ing no ſenſe to the Scriptures ; but their prac- 
tice is nothing anfwerable. 
Diſc. But perhaps God hath not granicd them 
his Spirit and bis grace. 
{ anfever—God being ſought unto and ſfalicited 
prayers, denics to no man bis grace and Spirit 


of trath. Now, men of other religions crave of 


God the enlightening of their mind, and direfion 
in @ right way, no Life than ourſelves ; nay ( as far 
as wwe can diſcern} perbaps with a greater fer- 
vency and zeal ; neither are tor to think that they 
aft it cut of bypocr:fy and with diffumulation, and 
that fo they would mock God. Therefore, il is to 
be Ti granted, that the Spirit it where the 


fraits of the Spirit are found, of which none ought 
to boat above others. Nay more, the Enowoledoe 
of underflandimg the Serifteres is @ peculiar gift 
of the Spirit, «which it granted no igſt to others 
than to us. Ut ts trac, indecul, that be only ander- 
lands the Scriptures, who bath the S that 
diftated them ; and (as it ts in Tworldly laws ) no 

cherurs interpretation or deciding 4b iy, til 
the e that deciding. "Vir Be that 
hoafteth of ſuch obprobation of the Spirit is bound 
o Here it, unleſs be will be counted but an ordi- 
ie: doctor. | 
Wa are bid to try the ſpirits, whether 
of God ; now, we have no other trial 
if the Spirit of truth ſpeaking in any, but by 
he word of God, —fo the Bereans tried the 
octrine of St Paul, Acts xvii.—and the apoſtles 
ofeſſed to 


mol by de word of God: And our 


* 
— * 


preach nothing but what — 8 —4 
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Saviour referred the Jews hereunto for the inc 
trial of himſelf “ Search the Scriptures ; for eye 
in them ye think to have eternal life, and they ¶ we! 
are they which teſtify of me,” John v. 39. no. 
Now, we have a more complete rule of trial, ¶ one 
the books both of the Old Teſtament, and of MY For 
the New. St Paul delivered the whole counſel I the 
of God to the Epheſians, Acts xx. and do we I yet 
think that, the whole Scripture doth fail in N 
ſome neceſſary part thereof? But I would Po Wwhe 
pery did not plainly contradict that Scripture Wand 
which is generally received by us bot if fo, not; 
I would bear with them for the reſt, thoueh we a 
in two things we cannot endure that aughtWour 

{hould be impoſed upon us befides the written word 
word of God, namely, articles of faich, and 
part of God's worſhip. Now, by this colth 
of trial we find, Ga not the ſpirit of truth, 


but the ſpirit of error, hath poſſeſſed them int Re 
all points of difference between us. eri. 
Prayers, I grant, are the ordinary means to ve ca 
obtain any grace at the hands of God, {:v've 0: 
one, and that is the ſpirit of faith ; of all Il the 
reſt, it is true, fides impetrat, et lex imperat; ic 
ſeeks and receives, but the law commands ; bu od 
with a hmitation or two, 1. All Enowledg learts, 
neceſſary to ſalvation, according to that, 1 Jou 6.) 


_ 11. 27,—and Nider, though a Papiſt, his inter 
pretation thereof in his Confolatory of an 4 
Frighted Conſcience. 2. Other graces alſo, an 

that in ſuch a meaſure as ſhall be found i 
for each man's calling: and I think eve 
_ Chriſtian ſhould reſt contented with fuch 
_ indulgend 


e we 
Irits 
e we 
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indulgence. « If the whole body were an 
eye, where were the hearing ? If the whole 
were hearing, where were the ſmelling ? But 
now. hath God diſpoſed the members, every 
one of them in the body, at his own pleaſure : 
For if they were all one member, where were 
the body ? But now are they many members, 
yet but one body,” 1 Cor. xii. 17, 18, 19. 
Men may draw near to God with their lips, 
when their hearts are eſtranged far from him; 
ind how their hearts ſtand affected we know 
not ; God alone beholdeth their heart : nay, 
we are not ſo much as privy to their prayers ; 
but we examine their doctrines by God's 
ord, according to that, Sunt certi libri domi- 
uct; the Lord's books are ſure. And it was a 
worthy ſaying of Martin Luther, mentioned 
7 Scultetus in his ſtory of the firſt ten years 
of Reformation Solis canonicis debemus fidem; 
eterts omnibus judicium ; we ought to believe in 
be 'canonical books, or word of God alone; and 
ve our opinion of others. I do not deny but 
the regenerate who have the Spirit of God, 
according to that, Becauſe ye are ſons, 
0d hath ſent the Spirit of his Son into your 
learts, whereby ye cry, Abba, father,“ Gal. 
v. 6.) do ſeek unto God to enlighten their 
inds; and God hears them, and grants their 
queſts in his good time, according to the 
mitations formerly mentioned; but who they 
e we know not; and we are bid to try the 
Irits ; nor what their fervency and zeal is 
e we acquainted with; yet ſurely, it is not 


0 


for 


3 


of 
: W - 
oo we » a _ 


— 
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for the ſake of their fervency that God hears 
them, but for Chriſt's ſake. And are not they 
as far bound in charity to think of us, as this 
author would ſhape us to be obliged to think 
of them ? We acknowledge no ſpirit of faith, 
but that which 1s the Spirit of truth, at leaf 
in all fundamentals — required unto 
| 0 iy and to God's holy worſhip without 
idola 

As for the prayers of Papiſts, they are wel 
known to be ſhamefully foul ; they were wont 
more frequently to run to ſaints than to God; 
and the biſhop of Boſs was to ſeek whether 
he ſhould run to God in the name of Chriſt's 
blood, or in the name of the Virgin's milk; 
for he was made to profeſs in the wall in cer- 
tain verſes, that he knew not well which of 
the two he ſhould prefer ; nay, if of any pray- 
ers God faith, © tho' he make many prayer 
I will not hear,” Ha. i. 15. Surely he ſhould 
ſay as much of theſe in my judgment. Have 
not Turks their prayers as well as Papiſts! 
and may they not be performed with great 
ie and zeal? and may they not be as 
expert in tricks of geſture as the Papiſts ? 2 
I have heard once of. a child trained up to i 
| by her mother, even unto admiration ;- the 
countenance compoled unto a fad and folem! 

diſpolition, and the hands lifted up firſt to at 
_ equal height with the breaſts, after a while t 
an equal Keight with the kead, and laſtly abon 
the head; and all this in dumb 8 witho 
- one word of ejaculation, ) 


So 
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As for hypocriſy here mentioned, I doubt it 


is delivered hand over head: For, firſt, hypo- 


criſy is moſt conſiderable in a right way, an 

not in a wrong way; the reaſon whereof is, 
becauſe natural men are naturally apt to em- 
| brace falſe ways, and lewd ways too, too truly; 
and as apt they may be to embrace the way 


of truth hypocritically, and not only to pro- 


fels Chriſt, but to preach him in pretence, 
that is, not chaſtely ; even to add afflictions to 
the bonds of ſo holy an apoſtle even as St Paul 
was: ſo we nothing doubt but Papiſts are true 
Papiſts, without hypocriſy ; but I much doubt, 
that the greater pait of them by far are too 
far off from being true Chriſtians ; and this 
{ willingly confeſs they pretend, but very hy- 

pocritically ; this runs with them in blood; 
they have it from their mother, even the mo- 
ther of whoredoms ; and her arms are Babylon 
in a myſtery. And the ſecond beaft, though 
he had two horns like the Lamb, yet he ſpake 
like the dragon ; we know all their proceed- 
ings in pretence are, In nomine Domini incipit 
omne malum; in the name of the Lord begins every 
evil neither is it neceſſary, that by hypocriſy 


a man ſhould think to mock God, if God could | 


be mocked ; for there is a ſecret hypocriſy 
which a min's-own heart is not conſcious of, 
until God be pleaſed in mercy to diſcover it; 
and as for groſs hypocriſy, it makes a man 
a plain atheiſt, 

This author ſeems to be taken with the 


beauty of the whore of Babylon ; —he is ſo 


much 


— ——_ — — 


$93. 


| _ becauſe he hath the Spirit: we are ready ti 
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much in love with Papiſts, as to obtrude upon and 
us an acknowledgment that they have the XC 
fruits of the Spirit; and. conſequently, with. ther 
out any denial, that they have the Spirit. To 2 
proceed one degree further, were to profeſ; with 
antichriſt to be Chriſt, and Chriſt antichriſt. | © 
To underſtand the Scriptures, is but to ac- 1%“ 
knowledge the true medning of them —and neſs, 
this we deny that Papiſts have: as. touching PP 
all the ut of difference between us, which 
they pretend to ground upon Scripture, yea, 
and in many other particulars, they are wide 
of the right underſtanding of them ; ſo may 
our divines be alſo, and like enough; that as 
Mr Hooker ſaith, there are ſome depths of 
Scripture, the ſearching out whereof will hold 
us as long as the world laſts. Yet I deny not 
but a reprobate may have the knowledge of 
the Scriptures as well as an elect, this being 
no grace of ſanctification, but of ion 
but to know the Scriptures to be the word of 5 
God, the wiſdom of God, and the power offi 25 
God, that I take to be peculiar to a regenerate 
ſpirit, in whom the Spirit of God dwells as the,” 
fountain of the life of grace; of which in. 
dwelling of the Spirit, a child of God may be 
conſcious in a comfortable manner withou 
boaſting. . 

I count it an abſurd courſe, for any to juſtif 
his interpretation of Scripture to be ſound, 


diſpute the meaning we give of Scripture, and 
to * it . all oppoſites made againſt it 


and 
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and we look not that any interpretation of 
Scripture we give, {hould be received any fur- 
ther than we make it appear to be the truth 
of God, to the conſciences of them we. deal 
with. | | * 

Obj. 7 any ſhould here object, that the Scrip- 
tures themſelves bear witneſs of their own clear- 
neſs, according to that, Thy word is a lanthorn 
to my feet, and a light unto my paths. 

. 1 anſwer All the commands of God are his 
word, and /o are all his works which are through 
bis word ; for it is confeſſed by all, that God ſets 
orth his word by nature, the creature, ſigns, on- 
ders, beneath, above, and by infinite ways ; alſo the 
Scriptures witneſs that many things neither are nor 
can be written. Therefore, the word of: his voice 
is taken diverſely in the Scriptures ; and fo by con- 
equence, all that is called God's word is not neceſ- 
Warily to be underſtood of the Scriptures. Hereunto 
add, that at that time many parts of Scripture were 
not yet Twritten ; wherefore, the evidence of the 
thing manifeſtly proveth, that this is not ſpoken of 
the whole argument and letter of the Scripture, for 
as much as the figures of the prophecy of the Apo- 
calybſe, and infinite other things belonging lo the 
Malling of thoſe prophecies, were hidden from the 
brophets . themſelves, and the fathers, (much more 
ban from others, and are yet hidden. Chrift 
Himel, ſpeaks in parables, to the end that men may 
ear with their ears and not underſtand. The 
deripture itſelf, in very many places, witneſſeth that 
the word of God ts ſecret, obſcure, hidden, and dif- 
overed only to the Spirit, or.to the godly ny, to 
" ohm - 
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whom God reveals it ; fo that in the Scriptures ther: 
are more igſtimanics of their obſcurity, than of their 
clearneſs ; yet is not the Scripture bereby either re. 
Jefed or ſighted. For even before the Law wa: 
given and written, men bad a certain light, by the 
belþ whereof they might, if they would, have found 
out the truth more clearly than tue; and although 
in the New Teftlament a great gb. be riſen, yet 
muſt wwe not think that in the Old Teftament there 
was a mere blindneſs. Whence we may reaſon, 
that God thought is not uſeful for us to reveal all 
things to us ; but though all things perhaps be ni 
neceſſary to be known, yet nevertbeleſs there may 
be bad a certain and infalitble way of interpreting, 
by the help whereof the moſt, and moſt neceſſary 
controverſies may be decided ; of which, if trial be 
made, a clear light and mere harmony may be ern, 
in fcb Scriptures as ( according to the, opanion of 
many) are obſcure. It is Poſſible alſo, that ther: 
ſhould be not a few other ways of uluftrating that 
.obich is obſcure, although this ill-tried way be nit 
wed alone; fer there may both be admitted and uſed, 
agreements coming from the ſame Spirit and word, 
times where there is no demonſtration. 
_ Confid. The further I wade in this buſineſs, 
the worſe I like my employment; and here- 
upon I reſolve, that I will no more be employ- 
ed in any ſuch buſineſs, unleſs I am fairly dealt 
withal,—that I may know who is the author 
1 am to deal with, at leaſt of what profeſſion 
he is in religion; for, upon the peruſing of 
this ſection, ſome doubts ariſe within me con- 
cerning the intention of the author, carrying 


himſelt 


The Doubting Conſcience R efolve2. i 5 


himſelf in a covert manner that he may be 
unknown, which doth much move me. Henry 
che Seventh of England was wont to ſay, he 
deſired nothing more than that he might know 
his. adverſary that encountered him : we do 
not uſe to buy a pig in a poke; nor will I here- 
after encounter with I know not whom, nor 
of what profeſſion he 1s. 

Here the author returns to- oppoſe the cleat- 
neſs of -Scripture, conſidering it hand over 
head, and ſo oppoling it; whereas our Saviour 
requires that we ſhould ſearch the Scriptures, 
that is, ſtudy them well, and inquire after the 
true meaning of them. No man ſearcheth 
after that which is before his eyes; yea, we 
are. commanded to ſearch for wiſdom as we 
ſearch after gold and ſilver; and a man will 
be content to ſearch deep for treaſure. It was 
wont to be ſaid, that in profiindo latet veritas; 
truth lies deep ; how much more ſhould we be 
content to ſearch diligently, and dig deep, for 
the treaſures of that truth which is according 
unto godlineſs ; after the treaſures of that wiſ- 
dom which makes us wiſe unto ſalvation ?— 
Then again, we diſtinguiſh between things ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation, and other things: things 
necellary to ſalvation, we ſay are plainly con- 
tained in Scripture ; : my rs e are 
not ſo- 

Here we have a wild anſver at the firſt; — 
All the commandments of God are his word, 
and ſo are * _ works n are eee his 


Word. 


E. | I. To 5 


U —— 
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work,” Pf. xix. 1. And the inviſible thing 


hearts with food and gladneſs,” Acts xiv. 1, 


thered only by Aiſcourſe of natural reaſo 
men may fail of finding God, though thy 


of philoſophers hath denied the n ä 
maintained God to be a neceſſary Agent: : 


before,) yet utterly denied that the world v 
made originally out of nothing; and therefc 


are his word, but the ce of the my bou 
17 of godlineſs, and theſe are the things mF* 


1. To ſay, © ſoare all his works,” is to ſay, 
“ all his works are his word; which yet forth. 
with 1s corrected, by ſaying they © are through 
his word:“ yet of old I have read in Chry. 
ſoſtome, of a double book of God, the book of 
his word, and the book of his creatures, and 


that God at the firſt did teach his creature G 
by his works, afterwards by his written word er 
It is moſt true, The heavens declare the glory b 


of God, and the firmament ſheweth his hand). the 


of God, even his eternal power and Godheal 
are ſeen from the creation, being conſidered in 
his works,” Rom. i. 20. So by the admin 
{tration of his providence in governing 
world, he leaves not himſelf without witneſ 
giving us rain and fruitful ſeaſons, filling 0 


Yet the knowledge of God hereby being g 


grope after him, Acts, xvii. 27.—and the wiſ 


they who granted and acknowledged the | _ 
ginning of the world, (as all they who we 


ow. 
the apoſtle tells us, that by faith we believe i ue 
world was made. Not only God's comman he p 


remote from our capacities. As for the Md t 


a8 a rule of life, that is more or leſs written in 
the hearts of all men. It is true, the author of 
the book De Vocatione Gentium ; concerning the 
calling of the Gentiles, talks of ſuch a manner of 
inſtruction by God's works ; but, I pray, do 
not compare that in clearneſs to the word of 
God : what ground have we for the right in- 

tion of ſigns, and wonders, beneath, 
above ?—Aſtrologers would make us believe 
they read ſtrange things in the conſtellations, 
referred to mens nativities ; but what ground 
have we for this calculation ? What Abraham, 
the father of the faithful, diſcourſed thereof 
Win his aſtronomical lectures read by him in 


dings hereof from the hill Amarath in E- 
Shiopia. I know that in holy Scripture thun- 
er is called the voice of God; I know alſo 
hat the Lord ſpake unto the Patriarchs ; but 
hat word is not written; winds and ſtorms 
alſo are ſaid to fulfil his word, by a metaphor ; 
-Spccauſe; what he will have done by them is 
one by them, as if they were moſt obedient 
nd faithful ſervants unto their Maſter, whom 
yet they know not any more than ravens do, 
ough in Scripture-phraſe, and by a figure 

H ſpeech, they are ſaid to call upon him.— 
ow, we are upon another point, namely, as 
Mouching the Scriptures, the written word of 
e prophets and apoſtles; and the queſtion is 
bout the clearneſs of them, or the intelligible 
Nature of them to all ſuch as will underſtand : 
ad to ſuch, ſaith Solomon, knawledge is eaſy ; 

- E 2 , N 


which 
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the plain of Mamre, we have received no 


9 
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which take to be ſpoken of the knowledge 
of God by the Scriptures, whereunto I am 


ſure our Sarieuf refers the Jews ; and the 


apoſtle would not have us affect to oy with 
above that which 1s written. 
It 1s true, when that was delivered, thy 


law is a lanthorn unto my feet, none of the 


later prophets had committed cheir prophecies 
unto writing, much leſs were the books of the 


New Teſtament written then: but in reference 


to all the books of the Old. Teſtament our Sa- 
viour ſpake, when he ſaid, & Search the Scrip- 


tures ; for in them ye think to have eternal life, 


and they are they which teſtify of me,” John 
v. 39. And as for the books of the New Teſta- 


ment, the goſpels were written that men might 
acknowledge the certainty of thoſe things 
whereof they had been inſtructed by word of 
mouth; Luke, 1. 4. which could not be, were 
they not intelligible by a ſtudious reader; and 
Paul was in bonds when he wrote of the whole 
Scripture, that it was profitable to teach, to 


convince, to. correct, to“ inſtruct in righte 


ouſneſs, that the man of God might be made 


abſolute, being made perfect to all od works, 


2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. Now, if we er the in- 


telligible condition of Scripture, the profitable 


nature of it therewithal muſt utterly be re- 


moved. The apoſtles, we know, by preact- 
ing converted many; ſurely. the word preach- 
ed was underſtood by the hearers; otherwikc 


it had-yrought but a wild converſion : Nov, 


5 lock what they preached. that f 18 | Commits! 
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to writing in the As of the Apoſtles, and in 
their Ep1/tles written unto ſeveral churches. 

Ihe knowledge of the figures of the pro- 
phecies of the Revelation, and the like, is not 
neceflary to ſalvation ; and great reaſon they 
ſhould be carried in a myſterious way, like as 
the myſteries of Chriſt's perſon, and of his 
office, in breaking the Serpent's head, were 
carried a long time in the clouds of types and 
figures. Had it been known that the Meſſiah 
muſt be crucified before he reigned, the Devil 
would not have been ſo forward to poſſeſs the 
heart of Judas, with a project of betraying him 
into the hands of his enemies, to procure his 
death. So the Revelation in the New Teſta- 
ment, and many of the like nature in the Old, 
concerning the Devil and antichriſt's practice, 
no marvel if they be myſterioutly carried, that 
neither the Devil nor antichriſt ſhould under- 
ſtand them, until they were accomplithed.—- 
Nevertheleſs, the Lord by his Spirit, which 
dictated chem, can inſpire his ſervants with an 
underſtanding heart to know the meaning of 
them, wheh the time comes appointed for the 
communication of this knowledge; many ſhall 
pals to and fro, and knowledge ſhall be in- 
creaſed, as if the opening of the world by navi- 
pation and commerce, and the increaſe of 
knowledge, ſhould meet together in one time 
and age, as one wittily obſerveth. We have 
leen, of late years, a ſtrange progreſs made in 
opening the myſteries of the Revelation, apd 
other myſterious prophecies of the Old Teſta- 
went, even to admiration. The time when 


3 a 


And an half. Now, we have no cauſe to wo 


_ "Fares in the. Revelations, is a great myſl 
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firſt antichriſt ſhould be diſcovered, and pro- 
teſted againſt, is found out in Daniel's num. W 
bers, leſt we ſhould wonder at the fathers ig. 
norance hereof: for as Chriſtians at their firſt 1 

converſion from idols to ſerve the living God, j 
did forthwith © look for the Son of God"; 7 
coming from heaven, to deliver us from the 
wrath to come, 1 Theſſ. i. 10. Tea, and 
forme were of opinion in the apoſtles days, that 
it ſhould be within the age of a man; where. 
upon Paul wrote his ſecond Epiſtle to the 
Theſſalonians, wherein he gives to underſtand 
that an apoſtacy muſt come firſt, and the man 
of fin muſt be revealed, and before that the 
Roman empire ruſt be broken, 2 Thefl. ii 
compared with 1 Theſſ. iv. 15. So in Auſtin! 
days, that good father projects that the coming 

of Chriſt might be 400 years off, nay, ſuppoſ 
Foo, he would not go further, preſuming tha 
the beaſt which ſlaughtered the Lord's wi 
neſſes, ſnould not continue above three ye: 


der at this, when we conſider what Daniel ha 
written concerning this, and how bleſſed 
thing it ſhould be to live at that time, wh: 
antichriſt ſhould be proclumed to the wor 
and revealed, Dan, xi. For then nothing 
mained to be looked for, but the blaſting 
him with the breath of the Lord's month, al 
the utter aboliſhing of him by the brightu 
of his coming. The reconciling of Exel 
__ meaſures of New Jeruſalem; with John's m 


prop 
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God 
light 
diate 
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feaſible; nor ſo only, but cleared throughout. 
So the number of the beaſt, 666, how long 
hath the Chriſtian world groped after the 
meaning of it, as a blind man after his way ? 
What various notions hath the inveſtigation 
hereof produced in mens brains, after that of 
Ireneus accommodated to the word /ateinos, 
and at length, for want of a better, the beſt 
ſtudents in theſe myſteries driven to come 
back thither again. But now the vanity there- 
of newly diſcovered, and that at full, even by 
every text calling us expreſsly to calculate this, 
which is not to reſt in this number, but by 
calculation of this to find out another number, 
which will notably decypher unto us that beaſt. 
And, indeed, the number of the beaſt, 666, is 
oppoſed to the number of Chriſt's church, 144, 
and the number moſt momentous ariſing. by 
the calculation thereof, is the number 12, the 
root thereof; and no other calculation belongs 
to a ſingle number than that which is called 
the extraction of roots, and the number 25, 
found to be the root of 666, ſo far as it comes 
to be ſaid in the uſual way of arithmetic, to 
have a root, diſcovering ſtrange myſteries con- 
cerning the delineating of that beaſt, the body 
of antichriſt, in a wonderful manner. 
No marvel if theſe myſteries were hidden 
from the prophets themſelves, who wrote thoſe 
prophecies : For, 1ſt, The knowledge of them 
was nothing neceſſary to their ſalvation ; 2d, 
God had appointed a certain time when the 
W light of them ſhould break forth to. irra- 
diate his church, with unſpeakable conſolation, 
| E 4 when 


— — — 


© they ſtood moſt in need thereof, the 
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tho of thoſe phophectes drawing cle 
near. to 
Chriſt ſpake in 3 to ſome, not to ail; ¶ onl 
yet ſome of his parables were underſtood by Ser 
them even againſt whom they were ſpoken in Nis 
particular: thoſe that were not underſtood by gre 
the multitude, our Saviour revealed to his WM dill 
diſciples, as often as they ſought it; yea, and his 
other myſteries too, namely, the ſigns fore- WM thai 
going the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, his own W ſcar 
coming, and the end of the world, Matt. xxiv. nal 
It is true, the Scriptures contain the myſte- I 
ries of godlineſs, which are not apprehended Wlthe) 
according to their condition, but by the rege- Wwe, 
nerate; but as for the meaning of the Scrip- Mer 1; 
ture, it is quite of another nature, (which tHis Ncont 
author conſiders not,) and is incident to a re- {WChr' 
probate, yea, in ſuch a meaſure as to make him ¶ For 
an able doctor in the church, and orthodox mor 
throughout, which may tend to the edification Nith 
of others, when in the mean time ſuch a one of 1; 


{hall fall ſhort of the ſalvation of his own foul, 
Ihe ſecret of the Lord, which he reveals to 
them that fear him, is the ſecret of his cove- in t 
nant,” Pf. XXV. 14- There is a ſecret. alſo inWhath 
faich-cathohic, and in all the myſteries of god- 
lineſs, which is peculiar to the regenerate only, 
and it is to diſcern the wiſdom of God, and 
the power of God in them who have true faith. 
A reprobate may believe the ſame things by 
a natural faith only, yea believe it, and carry 
themſelves like good Wr too. er they 
_ others' deren, ality 24 5 
ti 
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Still we ſay, that the Scripture is plain and 
clear enough, as touching all things neceſſary 
to ſalvation; and all this diſcourſe is plauſible 
only through diſtinction; and to deny. the 
Scripture to be fairly intelligible to one that 
is deſirous to know the meaning of it, is a 


great diſparagement to the word of God, and 


diſhonour to God himſelf, diſparaging either 
his goodneſs that would not, or his wiſdom 
that he knew not how to order it, ſo that by 


ſearching the Scriptures they might have eter- 


nal life. 

If before the law men had a light whereby 
they-might find the truth more clearly than 
we, then the former times were times of great- 
er light and grace than the later; but this is 
contrary both to the general judgment of the 
Chriſtian world, and to univerſal experience. 
For as light naturally increaſeth more and 
more, until it be perfect day, ſo it hath been 


of light natural, hath ſometimes gone back- 
ward ten degrees; not ſo the Sun of righte- 
duſneſs: men have gone backward, I confeſs, 
in the courſe of their obedience ; but God 
hath gone forward rather than backward, in 
he courſe of. adminiſtration of his grace.— 
Ve do not ſay there was a mere blindneſs, or 
blindneſs at all, in God's children, (although 
n preſent diſcourſe not of man's. bhndnels, 
but of God's progreſs in cauſing the irradiation 
f his, light ) but this we ſay, that the word 


| vhuch our forefathers did well to take heed, 


l 
4 "= a 28 


with light ſpiritual; yet the ſun, the fountain 


the prophets was a moſt ſure word, to 


verſies ma 4 be decided, is to repreſent a they 


| bility of interpreting is introduced; but medi 
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as to a light that ſhineth in a dark place” but 
now a long time day hath dawned, and the 
olpel * is the day-ſtar that ariſeth in our 
hearts,” 2 Pet. i. 19. For that God who 
commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſ;, 
is he Who hath ſhined in our hearts, to give 
the lighr of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt,” 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
And, in theſe days of grace, © we all behold 


as in a mirror, the glory of the Lord with 


open face, and are changed into the fame 
image from glory to glory, as by the * of 
the Lord,” 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

To ſay, that though all things be not ne- 
ceſlary to be known, yet oe may be had 
a certain and infallible way of interpreting, 
whereby the moſt and moſt neceſſary contro- 


of antitheſis where there i is none, But that i: 
little material; but here is a declination to the 


contrary extreme; hitherto the clearneſs 0 
Scripture hath been oppoſed ; here an infall:- 


tutiſſimus ibis ; the middle path is ſafe afeft ; ; and vir 
tue uſually conſiſts in a mediocrity, which H 
race calls auream mediocritatem ; the golden mea! 


Since the apoſtles days, the true church « 


Chriſt challengeth to herſelf no infallible au 
thority of interpreting Scripture; tis enoug! 
that, in things neceſſary to ſalvation, the Lor 

aſſures us by his Spirit that we are not deceir 
ed; that is ſufficient for the ſtate of grace 
and as for infallibility, let us be content 


5 have that condition reſerved for the ſtate q; 


glor) 
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glory. 1 nothing doubt, but by ſtudy, and 
care, and pains, moſt controverſies may be ſo 
dearly decided, as ſhall be ſufficienteither for 
the converting 'of a capable hearer, to the em- 
bracing of it, or for the convicting him of 
obſtinacy in withſtanding it; but I little look- 
ed that the beginning of this diſcourſe would 
have had ſo Rnſuitable an end. Mr Du 
| (as I remember) is occupied about ſome ſu 
method as this ; I with heartily it may ſucceed 
well, —but take heed we do not cry down all 
performances that have gone before us, as if 
they were palpable inſufficiencies, in compa- 
riſon to our own new inventions, whether in 
clearing truths controverſial, or obſcure places 
of Scripture, Well, we ſhall reſt contented 
with that meaſure we are arrived unto, until 
a greater meaſure of light ariſe above the 
horizon of our ſphere, —and, whenſoever it 
comes, I truſt we ſhall give it that reſpect 
which it deſerves, and right thankfully enter- 
tain it, whether in the way of illuſtration, 
which beſt pleaſeth the ſenſe, or in the way 
of demonſtration, which moſt Juſtifieth the 
jude ment. 7 

Diſc. Nor am I moved with that objection, 
That it is enough for the Lutherans that they are 
aſſured of the truth of Lutheraniſm, though others 
cannot ſee and believe it: for this is not that which 
1 would have. 1 enquire, how a man may be ſure 
rot of Bis own opinion, but of the truth: Now, 
if I believe and etermine that ſuch a thing is true, 
_ this ts m of opinion ; ; yet is if not therefore the truth, 


ſeeing | 
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eins truth and opinion have nothing in them alike. 
A freafaft perſuaſion changeth not the eſſence of the 

mg whereof a man is perſuaded : For then might 
melancholic perſons, whoſe opinions are immove- 
able, work miracles, and make all their conceits 
efſential.. The nature of true knowledge is this — 
To be demonſtrable, not to me, or ſome men, but th 
all, and to win a conſent from any man, as two 
and three make five. A thing controverted, and 
which ſome underſtand one way, ſome another, can 
never make me certain and free from doubt, whether 
have the truth or not; and he that — no 
other than what he determines, may be excuſed of 
malice and hypocriſy. But this reaſoning, 1 and 
my follower are ſure of this thing, therefore 
it is true, 7s unreaſonable reaſoning. 

Con/id. Surely if I am in a right way, it is 
enough for me to be aſſured of the truth; for 
me, it is for my ſalvation : yet becauſe 1 am 
bound to ſeek for the ſalvation of others allo, 
no man muſt imitate Cain, in ſaying, am 
1 my brother's keeper ?” yet that Which is 
enough for me to be aſſured of the truth which 
1 maintain, may be enough for another allo, 
to bring him to be aſſured of the ſame truth: 
for if this ſufficiency I ſpeak of be in the way 
of rational diſcourſe, out of the word of God; 
if it is itſelf ſufficient ; it is ſufficient for the 
ſatisfaction of any that is capable thereof; and 
all ſuch light being light natural, and in the 
way of diſcourſe, is of a communicable nature 
to all rational creatures, by a rational diſ- 


courſe. But t true faith is wrought by ſpiri- 
| | * tual 


| 
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tual illumination, which is not in 197 power 
to communicate unto any other; only the 
Spirit of God can do this, enlightening whom 
he will, while others are ſuffered to ſit in 
ne and in the ſhadow of death. And 
chis is the only ſaving way to be ſure of truths 
theological. It is true, that which I believe 
(whatſoever it be, and in what kind ſoever it 
be be elieved) is not therefore truth, becauſe 
believe it: but if I believe by Itumination 
divine, it is therefore truth, becauſe I believe 


it after ſuch a manner, though this I cannot 


communicate to another, or make another 
hereby either be perſuaded of it himſelf, or 
be perſuaded that I am after ſuch a ſort per- 


— of it. Light natural I may commu- 


cate unto another; light ſpiritual I cannot : 
bt light natural, either in way of natural 
diſcourſe, is communicative of itſelf, from 
commonly-known principles by the light of 
nature, or from principles on both fides a- 
greed, as namely, that the Scriptures are the 
word of God. Now, when the Spirit of God 
enlightens me, the ching I embrace is not my 
opinion, but my faith, and my perſuaſion 
herein 1s in ſtedfaſtneſs, and nothing inferior 
to natural knowledge, but ſuperior rather, 
light ſpiritual and divine being ſuperior to 
light natural, like as knowledge by ſenſe is 
ſuperior to knowledge by reafon, rational 
knowledge depending upon knowledge ſenfi- 
tive; for general principles do ariſe from ex- 
perience and enumeration of particulars.— 


And 


3% 
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And, as I remember, Theologia- dicitur non ef: 


argumentativa ; divinity is ſaid to be not argumen- 
tative ; to wit, as it is ſupernatural, and com- 
pared rather to ſenſitive knowledge; as to the 
ſenſe of ſeeing, Open mine eyes that I may 
ſee the wonderful things of thy law; and to 
the ſenſe of hearing, He that hath an ear 
let him hear: for it is one thing to hear the 
voice of a man, another thing to hear the 
voice of God; one thing to ſee a work wrought, 
another thing to behold the hand of God in 
it; one thing to diſcern the meaning of a 
Scripture-paſlage, another thing to diſcern the 
wiſdom of God, and the power of God in it. 
So it is compared to the ſenſe of ſmelling, 
2 Cor. ii. 14. © We are a ſweet ſavour unto 
God in Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and in 
them that periſh ; and where the body is, there 
will the eagles be gathered together: ſome- 
times to the ſenſe of taſting, as 1 Pet. ii. 2, 
As 'new-born babes deſire the ſincere milk 
of the word, that ye may grow thereby; if ye 
have taſted that the Lord is bountiful.” 80 
Halenſis profeſſeth, that the things of God ate 
_ apprehended per modum guſtus; by the mod: Wer; 
taſte. The ſenſe of feeling doth fairly repre; 
ſent the knowledge of God by his works, Ad 
Xii. 27. That they ſhould ſeek the Lord, i 
ſo be they might have groped after him, and 
found him, though doubtleſs he be not fat 
from every one of us.” This author ſeem We 
to take no notice hereof, no more than thhj 
Socinians do in theſe days, and that * 
* | : | 0 
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foul ſpot I find in Mr Chillingſworth's book: 
and be pleaſed, I pray, to put a difference be- 
tween melancholic perſons, and the children 
of God, who becauſe they are ſons, God hath 
ſent the Spirit of his Son into their hearts: 
remember that of the apoſtle, This perſua- 
ſion is not of God, plainly giving to under- 
ſtand, that the perſuaſions of Chriſtian faith 
are of God: yet I confeſs, this faith is ground- 
ed always upon God's word, wherein they 
ſhould be ſo expert, as to be ready thence at 
all times to render a reaſon of their faith to 
any that ſhould demand it. But that may an 
unregenerate perſon be able to do as well, yea, 
and many times better too. | 

When he ſaith, the nature of true know 
ledge 18 demonſtrable, this 18 true of know- 
ledge natural, not of knowledge Chriſtian, 
Ewhich is grounded only on God's word; and 
it was never known that to prove a thing out 


totle denies that moral philoſophy is capable 

ft demonſtration, it proceeds only by perſua- 
on: but it may be for the evidence of the 
eripture aptly alledged, he calls it demonſtra- 
on tatachreftikos ; yet conſider, no deduction 
Hut of Scripture can be ſo clear, as to be ex- 
Wmpted from all cavillings ; but never was it 
aon that any man cavilled with a truth as 
Alear as this, that two and three make five. 
f we can never be free from doubt if the 
bing be controverted, as for inſtance, a paſ- 
ge of Scripture, ſome underſtanding it one 


pf Scripture was called demonſtration. Ariſ- 


0 | way, 
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| way, and ſome another; what certainty can 
1 I have of any point of faith I maintain in op- 
4 'potition to Papiſts, to Socinians, to any heretic? 
| yet I ſhould not look that the thing contro. M | 
verted ſhould free me from doubt, it is enough 
that I have good evidence for it, though al 
| the world run a madding in controverting WW / 
| that which I believe. Now, no evidence of / 
truths theological, and ſaving truths, is com- 4 
parable to the evidence which proceeds fron /; 
. the illumination of the Spirit, giving me nevi 24 
4 


, as it were, and opening the eyes of m in 

-underſtanding, that I may ſee and diſcern th 2. 

of things of God, and that the Holy Spirit , 1h 
ix able to free me from all doubt; yet there i 
| another knowledge which is natural, part] 
4 derived from natural principles, and part) 
| | from a dextrous interpretation, of Scripture 
| Which we ſhall be able to make good again! 


all cavillers to their confuſion, and upon ſobe 
conſciences to their aſſent ; but this is inferid 


, 
Bm to the illumination of the Spirit I can hard 
| ly think any Chriſtian to be ſo ſimple or wi 
| | 4015 to more thus and m ka are i 
1 - of this thing ; therefore, it is —— 8 if they ſhoult 
I fee no reaſon but they might proceed 0 
| - ſtep further, and ſay, I myſelf alone think th 
to be true, and therefore it is true; but ti 
Spirit of illumination is given only to fat 
1A fy them that have it, not to boaſt of 
i (but to comfort themſebves with it rathef « to 
= much leſs to obtrude it upon others; our 
| Right natural is communicable unto others Lein 


ratiol 792 
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rational diſcourſe ; light ſpiritual is not. I 


cannot more communicate that to another 
than my ſeeing, or hearing, or ſmelling, or 
taſting. 

Diſc. Laſtly : If wwe build our religion only up- 
en the Scripture, the learned ſhall have a great 
prerogative above the unlearned, in the matter of” 
faith and religion, and ſhall be mare engaged in 
thankfulneſs to God than they ; and fo religion ſhall 
favour and cleave to good wits,—Alſo, many have 
ther fenſes exerciſed in the Scripture, or are more 
inventive and ingenious than others ; therefore, if 
a man could by diſputing and reaſoning co ui e ſome 
theſes, and as it were take &way a man's opinion 
from bim, and become conqueror, he . ſhould alſo 
lake away bis religion; and the other Should be 
conſtrained either to take up his conqueror's religion, 
or, againſt his conſcience, to keep his own. | 

Mor till that anſwer ſerve the turn, our divines 
and paſtors can anſwer you, though I cannot : for 
then fbould I believe toith another man's ath ; 
but faith mul be mine, not another man's, e le 
ſhould ſalvation alſo be another man's. If religion 
be. the ſervice of God, farely it is neceſſary that 
[underſtand that Sui which I muſt perform to 
my Lord. Seemg God will not reckon another man's 
ervice for mine, and cannot be ſerved by a ſub- 
ute, it remains that we conclude—Controverfies 
wwe to be left to leurned men, and are not fo very 
Wiecofary, it may be anſwered, Then alſo religion 
„% be left to learned men; for controverſies are 
ur very religion ; for ( {caving the conjideration of 
bein) there 1s uo Gigereace, but Pa Nr are Pro- 


much 


"i 
—_ : 


Hants . and Fred ants Eg 2 s—Look how 
F 


* 


ſalvation is ſuch -as bis religion and bis faith — 


 whertfore have the laymen endured ſo many afflic- 
Bergius, a preacher at Bremen, affirms in his late 


' ſalvation, and that there was never any contrarieh 


* the "Lripfich-Collation between the Lutherans, and 
Calviniſit feems to aim. 


above the unlearned; and what inconvenience 
is there if it be fo in the Chriſtian religiot 
alſo? Doth not St Peter tell us that the ur 
learned pervert the Scripture to their own de 
l ſtruction, 2 Pet. ui. 16,—yet this prerogatin 
is in learning only, not in holineſs, the u 
learned may be as holy as the learned, 
have as great an intereſt both in ſantifyi | 


5 riſon of his mother Monica, and ſuch | 
lacbrimir furs calum nobis præripiunt; when 


Luave done all wwe can with all our learning, !! 
. _ women with their tears will get heaven befor 
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much a man knows of controverſies, fo much doth | 
e hnow. of his own religion. The flate of a man- 


Note there is but one ſalvation, and but one faith, 
— But if controverſies belong to the learned only, 


tions, diſireſſes, nay, and death it Un ; Jy my con- 
troverſies jake ? 


I know indeed that a Calvinift defter, one Dr 
Publ he Sermons, that controverſies are not mereh 
neceſſary to ſalvation ; that the Seripture 1s Plain 
and clear in thoſe things which are , neceſſary ti 
bet ꝛocen the religions ' themſelves. At which ath 


Confid. In all profeſſions, whether liberal or 
mechanical, the learned have a prerogative 


grace and in ſaving glory. What ſaid 3 | 
of himſelf, and ſuch like ſcholars, in comp 


holy, though ſimple women —Mulierculæ i 
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And as for holineſs, ſo for faith: an unlearned 
man may have faith as well as the learned ; 

nay, that faith which is called fides inju/a, may 
be found in a man unlearned, when the faith 
of him that is learned is found to be no better 
than fd# acquifita, a faith natural; and they 
that have true faith by the inſpiration of the 
Holy Ghoſt, {hall not want gracious wits.— 
Howſoever that religion which is by faith 


natural, be accompanied with better natural 


wits, yet an idle wit (be it never ſo good) will 
hardly prove learned; and be it never ſo learn- 
el, if it be without grace, ſuch a man's reli- 
gion will prove. but vain ; and though he be 
able to worſt another in diſputation, yet ſhall 
he never pull true religion in any child of 
God (be he never ſo weak and unlearned) 
out of ſocket, becauſe our faith and religion 
conſiſt not in wiſdom of words,. but in the 
power of the Spirit, as St Paul ſpeaks, ſaying, 
My word and my preaching ſtood not in 
the inticing ſpeech of man's wiſdom, but in 
plain evidence of the Spirit and power: That 
your faith ſhould not be in the wiſdom of 
men, but in the power of God,” 1 Cor. ii. 4. 5. 

Nay, were my faith only nt. and I had 
good evidence out of the Scripture for it, tho 

that knowledge be no ah an ſuch as is 
annexed to the common -profeſhon of Chru- 
tianity ; yet the philoſopher; tells me, that I 
muſt not be beaten out of my hold in ſuch 
a caſe, becauſe I am not able to anſwer every 
fophiſm or argument that is brought againſt 


I. 288 che Philoſopher in his ethics teacheth 


F 22 5 bo ID . , me, 


_ deductions out of holy Scripture, and ſolving 
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me, that ſome are as tenacious of their opi- 
mons, for which they have but weak reaſons, 
as others are of their opinions, which they 
hold confirmed with great ſtrength of argu- 
ment; fo that every way it is an infic fiction, 
that the moſt learned muſt always conquer 
che faith and the religion of the unlearned, 
without flying to any ſuch ſculking hole as 
to ſay, Our drvines and paſters can anſwer you, 
though I cannot: But I wonder much that any 
ſober Chriſtian, upon any pretence, ſhould 
diſpute againſt the building of our religion 
only upon Scripture; unleſs with Papiſts he 
would bring in traditions, or rely on the 


church, or on the deciſion of the Pope. For 


j 

1 

0 

t 

if we fly from the word of God, we muſt reſt 5 
either upon the word of man, or upon natu- p 
ral reaſon,” A Chriſtian, I conceive, ſhould g 
think the Scripture ſufficient to direct us in J 
the ſervice of God: our Saviour directs the 1. 
m 

W. 


Jews to the ſearching of Scripture, for the di- 


cerning of him. 

And if controverſies be left to learned men, ¶ ch 
yet there is no cauſe why our religion ſhould, 
but only the defence of it controverfially, 
maintaining jt by variety of arguments and 


contrary arguments brought againſt it in any 
particular point of faith; but the profeſſion 
of it ſurely {hall belong. to him that fits at 
Gamaties. feet, as well as to Gamahel him- 
{elf ; nor only to ſuch as fit at his feet, but to 
ſuch alſo as follow the plough-tail, yea, and 
to the weaker ſex of women, and to children 
too; 


Ly 
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too; for even to ſuch belongeth the kingdom 
of God. And were there no book at all writ- 
ten, or ſermon preached, in any point of con- 
troverſies or difference between us, yet Papiits 
ſhould be Papiſts ſtill, and not Proteſtants ; 
and Proteſtants ſhould be Proteitants ſtill, and 
not Papiits ; and the whore of Fabylon thould 
be the whore of Babylon ſtill, aad no ſpouſe 
of Chrift ; and antichrift a falſe prophet ſtill, 
and no true prophet. For the farth and pro- 
feſhon of a Papiſt makes him a Papiſt, whether 
he writes controverſies or no, the ſmalleſt part 
of them being able to perform the tatk : ſo 
the Proteſtants profethon and proteſtation a- 
gainſt the corruptions of the church of Rome, 
makes him a Proteſtant, though he never iet 
pen to paper to contend for the faith once 
given to the ſaints; though this be a duty, 
I confeſs, but no common duty belonging 
unto all, but peculiarly appertaining to the 
man of God, able not only to exhort with 
wholeſome doctrine, but alto to.convince them 
chat ſay againſt it—For articles of faith and 
cheir profeſſion of them, laymen have ſuffered 
with great conſtancy ang patience, but not 
for controverſies, though they have been ready 
to give a reaſon of their faith to all that aiked 
it, and witneſs a good confeſſion of it, as our 


and Monuments recordeth of them, and St Paul 
of our bleſſed Saviour. — Dr Bergius acknow- 
ledgerh that controverſies are not very ne- 


Not neceſſary to the being of the church, but 


— ——— — 


Saviour did before Pilate, as the book of Acts 


ceſſary to falvation ; which I interpret thus. 


— 
—— — — 


De true, that ever there were ſo many 4877 if 
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only to her well-being, when the Chriſtian 
faith is oppugned by heretics. Between Lu- 
therans and Calviniſts, we acknowledge, there 
is no difference in fundamentals, as appeareth 
ſufficiently at the conference at Leipſich. 
Diſc. - This I am perfuaded is very true, that 
had the Holy Ghoft judged thoſe controverted queſ- 
Lions neceſſary to ſalvation, it would have expreſſed 
and propounded them in the holy Scripture clear!; 
and plamly, ſeeing thoſe epiftles were ſent to fimpl, 
and lay men eſpecially. Nor doth it ſeem likely t 


faith drawn out of them, as are now to be read is 
be catechiſms, common-places, and compends of di. 
vines, Ar yet 2 ws no certain number of; 4hei 
determined, ſeeing ſome divines have Propound:, 
more, and 12 wer; and ſome religions have, : 
procefs. of time, either” added or abated whole ar 

_ ticles, and after many miſeries endured for the d 
| Fence of ſome of. them, entering a way of. moderi 


lion, they baue determined that for tal erable a. © 
inalſfereni, which before they thought damnav 1 


But, howſicver, there are ſo many of them, tt 
a2 man may deſervedly call. in queſtion the pre: 
* meceſſity of them : and this ſeems the beſt ſolution 
 afintangle and appeaſe nie, doubl, Yful, 
«3 or conſaences. . . - 
_ Confid. It is a very uncouth Fc proce: 
ing from a wild conceit, to ſay, that 
would have expreſſed and appointed cont 
verted queſtions plainly and clearly, if f 
hach been neceſſary. It is not the propoſit 
of controverted queſtions, though never 
| 3 and ry; I that ſets an 
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to controverſies, but the clear and ſubſtantial 
ſolution of them; for herein that which hath . 
any ſhow of being necetlary, is not the pro- 
poling of them, but the deciding of them ; 
and it were a very prepoſterous courſe to talk 
of deciding controverſies, before there were 
any controverſies moved; as if a phyſician's 
wiſdom and goodneſs. ſhould move him to 
heal a man before he is wounded : rather he 
ſhould take care to preſerye a man's health, 
that he might not fall into ſickneſs. And ſo 
God's wifdom and goodnets hath ſufficient! 

provided for the health of his church, eh 


the integrity of doctrine delivered in his word, 


and that in a manner ſufficiently 1atelligible 
and plain to them that come with honett 


hearts, and ſtudious deſires, to ſeek after truth 


and to embrace it. But St Paul tells us of op- 
poſitions to the truth, made by men of corrupt 
minds,—plainly giving us to underſtand, thar 
they came with corrupt minds to the reading 
of God's word, and ſo pervert it, as St Peter 


ſpeaks, and thereby pervert themſelves firlt ; 
and afterwards they ſpeak wreſted things to 
the corrupting of others, and hinder then 


from being ſound in the faith, Tit. i. 13. 


St Peter exhorts us ta“ grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt,” 
2 Pet. iii. 18. And St Paul would not have 


us ſtand at a ſtay, but grow forward unto per- 
fection. There is a plerophory and fulneſs of 


faith that we ſhould ſtrive unto, and of know- 


ledge as well as of holineſs : for this life 18 our 


| way to heaven, and ſtill we muſt draw nearer 


6 thitherwards, 


— — —— * * 
— — 1 44- — mp: 116g * F 


by the word: Deut. xxix. 29. 
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thitherwards, by knowing all that we can know 
It is revealed 
= that purpoſe, and it is “ able to make the 


man of God perfect to every good work,” 


2 Tim. iii. 17. Add unto virtue knowledge,” 

faith St Peter, 2 Pet. i. 5. And St Paul prays 
on the behalf of the Coloſſians, that © they 
might be fulfilled with the knowledge of God's 


will in all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtand- 


ing ; that they might walk worthy of the 
Lord, unto all bie ig fruitful 1 in every good 
work, and increaſing in the knowledge of 
God, * Col. i. 9, 10. Why then ſhould we 
take offence at the multiplying of articles? In 
all profeſſions, men who delight in krfowledge 


are never ſatisfied; nothing is more congruous 


to our intelligent natures than light of know- 

ledge ; while we live here on earth we hall 
never come to ripeneſs of age in Chriſt; there- 
fore, we muſt be growing ſtill, and edifying 
ourſelves, and one another, 1n our moſt holy 
faith; the body of Chriſt muſt be edified till 


we come to fulneſs of age; and, as we muſt in- 


| creaſe in knowledge, fo being obnoxious to 
error, it behoves us to labour for the diſcovery 
of it more and more. 


That error in taking 
the number of the beaſt, 666, to denote only 

lateinos, hath endured ever fince the days. of 
Ireneus, that is from the next age after the 


a poſtles; and it is now lately diſcovered, and 
the true meaning ſubſtituted in the place there- 


of, ag*never the ke hefore; and it is com- 


| mentiable for men to ſee their former errors, 


nch 7 to e then, Of all. Auſtin's 


WM 1 ROY * * * | Works, 
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works, there are none more tending to his 
Lononr and renown than his Retra#etios, 
wherein he retracts the errors of his faith, and 
his confeiſions, and where he icknowledgeth 
the errors of his life This is moſt Chriſtian 
ingenuity; and, I think, never was any man 
more renowned in this kind than he. It is 
neceſlary for every Chriſtian to ſtrive forwards 
unto perfection, necef/itate præcepli, by neceſſity 
of commandment ; but if he fail through negh- 
gence, this is a very pardonable fin, upon our 
confethon of it. As for things neceſſary to 
ſalvation, they are · but few ; but the know- 
ledge of God and the things of God are ſo 
tweet to a regenerate taſte, having already 
taſted how bountiful the Lord is, that he will 
be carried as naturally to deſire the fincere 
milk of the word, that he may grow thereby, 
as new-born babes do daſire the milk of their 
mothers breaſts, 1 Pet. ii. 1. As for perplex- 
ed and-doubting, and erring conſciences, men 
may perplex themſelves, and raiſe doubts cauſe- 
leſsly, and err in this; and this error will be 
the greater, when; after all this, they pretend 
perplexity and-doubts made unto them, when 
they are only the miſts which chemſelves have 
ruſed to blear their own eyes; and ſuch a work, 
| think, is never more inauſpiciouſſy perform- 
d, thin when they ſet their wats on work to 
ülpute themfelves out of the Lord's verge, 
ind circle, within the compaſs whereof alone 
2 uſeth to charm all his elect, after they have 
un their wild race and compaſs, and bring 
hem 3 9855 like the Prodigal child to his fa- 


cher, 1 


. * 


— — 
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ther, ſo them to their heavenly father, and 
therewithal to the ſobriety of their wits, and 
integrity of their ſenſes, that they may ſay, 
*' Oh, what love have I to thy law! all the 
day long is my ſtudy in it; the Jaw of thy 
mouth 1s dearer to me than thouſands of gold 
and filver ; by this I have more underſtanding 
than my teachers.” Indeed, the law of the 
Lord is a perfect law, converting the foul; 
the teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, and giveth 
wiſdom to the ſimple, yea, and ſuch wiſdom 
as maketh wiſe unto ſalvation ;—and what 
ſhould we defire more? 5 
Diſc. But could ſo many thouſand divines if 
mer ages be ignorant of this ? Have there ni 
b many wars been undertaken for this cauſs? 
- Could thoſe learned men ſuffer ſo many thouſands 9 
men to run headlong, both by doing and ſuffering, 
into the bazard of ſoul. and body for religion s ſat? 
and ſo many unſpeakable miſchiefs to ariſe, wwhen « 
at is poffuble for a man to be ſaved without the con 
troverſies of religion d But if this be the cumman 
of. God, under pain of temporal and everla/tin 
. puniſhment, to fight for thoſe controverſies, how co 


due excuſe thoſe ſhuffling arguments of faith, r 


4 gion, and God's worſhip — ſervant may u 
. abate' any thing of his Lord's due. 

| Confid. Be ignorant of this — Of what 
That controverſies are not neceſſary to ſal 
tion; how doth it appear they deſerved a 
- ſuch cenſure ? but let us not pleaſe ourle!' 


in confuſion of things that deſerve to be dil " 
guiſhed: a man, yea, a whole nation, may 


in peace without war; but, if they _ | 


0 


The Doubting Conſcience Rgſelved. 91 


ſaflered to live in peace, but ſome enemy or 


other invades them, as Aram before, and the 


Philiſtines behind, ready to devour us with 


open mouth, thall we Fol ſtill with our hands 
in our boſom, till theſe monſters devour us one 
after another? as Polyphemus intended to deal 
with Ulyſſes and his ſoldiers, though he ſhew- 
ed him this favour, that he ſhould be the laſt 


| that ſhould go to pbt. This is the condition 


of God's church, and hath been from the very 
days of the apoſtles incluſively, the myſteries 
of godlineſs being now revealed in God's word. 
Many there be that cannot digeſt theſe myſte- 
ries, and ſubmit unto them by faith; but tho' 


they embrace the truths of the goſpel i in ſome 


particulars, yet they reſiſt jt in others; or, pre- 
tending to embrace it, they pervert and wrelſt 
it by corrupt interpretation. In this caſe, are 
not the orthodox driven to hold their own, 
and, as St Jude 'exhorts them, to contend 
earneſtly for the faith once given tothe ſaints,” 


and to endeavour to kill error, rather than to 


ſuffer error to ſtrangle the holy truth of God, 
to open 'the truth of God which is iccording 
unto godlineſs; rather to root out weeds, than 
to ſuffer them to over-grow the good corn. 
Thus we are caſt upon controverſies, whether 
we will or no ; yet this is not a duty that be- 
longs to. all, many, yea moſt, ſhall be ſaved 
without it; like as when an enemy invades 
us, we gather an army againſt them, to op- 


poſe them and drive them out; the reſt pray 
for their fellow- brethren, but do not fight; 
Yet by this war they may have as great an in 


2 | tere! 


doth not gird himſelf with the ſword upon 


* By 1 arguments; z ut ſhuffling courſes com- 
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xereſt 1n the defired peace, as thoſe that fight 
— it. Thus Chamayar of the French Sach 

ath written his Bella Domini, the Wars of the 
Lora, againft the Philiſtines, the antichriſtian 
Philiftines of the church of Rome ; ſcarce one 
hath done the like, yet many ſons of that ho. 
nourable church have done valiantly, but Cha- 
mayar hath ſurmounted them all ; every one 


the thigh at all, but only thoſe who are the 
Lord's. * his inſtructed ones; for 
thoſe who are overſeers and keepers of the 
tower of David, built for defence, a thouſand 


ſhields hang therein, and all the targets of the 


ſtrong men, Cant. iv. 4.—and theſe are well 
acquainted with them, and know how to uſt 
them, yea, and to handle the ſword too as ex- 
pert in war; and in this holy war they will be 
content to hazard their life, as St Paul pro- 
feſſeth, ſaying, And now I go bound to 


Jeruſalem in the Spirit, not knowing what 


things ſhall come unto me there, ſave that the 
Holy Ghoſt witnefleth in every like ſaying, 
thee) bonds and afflictions abide me; bur I pal: 
not for theſe things, neither is my life dear 
unto me, ſo I may alfi my courſe with joy, 
and the inen which I have received of 
the Lord jeſus, to ail the golpel of the 
grace of God.“ 

As for the ſhuMing ar arguments here ſpoken 


of, when I know them, I ſhall, upon due con- 


Gderation, paſs my judgment on them as I ſec 
cauſe. A man may ſophiſticate, I confeſs, in 


monly 
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monly have place in ſhifting them off by an 
». 12:1 folution. We know wan Paul's courſe 
was—he fought with beaſts at Epheſus ; and 
Stephen's fortunes too, when certain of the ſyna- 
gogue who were called Libertines and Ovre- 
nians, diſputed with Stephen, did not he alſo 
diſpute with them ? The text ſaith, they were 
not able to reſiſt the wiſdom of the Spirit by 
which he ſpake : © If I am offered up,” ſaith 
St Paul, “ upon the ſacrifice and ſervice of your 
faith, I rejoice therein, and will joy.” 

Diſc. Let this thing be conſidered, ſeeing it is 
fo intricate, and leads me and man y others into dif- 
quiet of mind ; for which perplexities of conſcience, 
none will deny that a remedy is to be ſought at the 
hands of” thoſe that have Chri ſtan fellow-feeling, 
and might be found, if all the divines of. thoſe fides 
that have left Popery, would vouchſa afe to afford 
me a wiſe, mild, and ſolid anſwer in writing, not 
favouring of partiality, preudice, or paſſion. 

Conſid. When Boſte was taken by the States, 
there was ſeen in the wall a biſhop ſometimes 
of that town, painted with Chriſt and his 
blood on the one fide, and the Virgin Mary 
and her breaſts ſprouting milk on the other 
lide ; and the devout biſhop was repreſented 
there in the geſture of a man in great per- 
plexity and ambiguity, not knowing well 
which to prefer, whether Chriſt's blood before 
Mary's milk, or Mary's milk before Chrift's 
n- blood, and this lin? bh in Latin verſes ; ard 
ſee one of the Martialiſts, as it were to pur. him 
in out of his mood and perplexity, ſaid, Ny thu 
m- fot get thee to Gott, Wee IL pray, was 5 the cauſe 

SN 
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of this man's perplexity ? was it not his own 
extreme ſuperſtition moſt abominable ? If the 
author of this diſcourſe had propoſed any 
thing on the other ſide to the Scripture, and 
pretended ambiguity and perplexity, which 
of them he preferred ine whereunto to 
order his faith, that Martialiſt's reſolution of 
the doubt might have been congruous enough: 
but only concerning the Scripture-doubts arc 
here propoſed, how a man ſhould ground his 
faith thereupon ; what he is, I know not ; and 
whether this be res ge/ta, or fifa, a thing real 
er counterfeit, I am to ſeek, for the preſent world 
is full of jugghng. But when we make ſuch 
doubts unto ourſelves, do we well conſider the 
oodneſs and wiſdom of God, in giving us 
Kis holy word to direct us in che ways of evet- 
laſting "life ? if ſtill there were juſt cauſe to 
complain of a perplexed condition, whereinto 
- we were. caſt, not knowing whether we ſhall 
take hold of it, or run away from it, as Moſes 
.did from his. rod when it was turned into 
a ſerpent. But do we find any the like meti- 
morphoſis here? yet when the Lord bid Moſe 
take the ſerpent by the tail, he was bold tv 
do it; ſurely God's 1 y is no ſerpent, but 
we rather, and his word alone hath power to 
charm us, and make us vomit all our poiſon 
of erroneous and unholy ways; and the Lord 
Chriſt hath bid us to take hold of them, ſay: 
ing, Search the Scriptures ; yet if any thing i 
this my anſwer ſeem: amiſs, and not anſwc! 
able to the author's expectation, but ſavou! 


paſhor 


The Doubting Conſcience Reſolved. 95 


paſſion, I confeſs prejudice againſt ſuch diſ- 
courſes as theſe, accounting them moſt vile, 
and nothing becoming an underſtanding and 
godly Chriſtian; but as for the reſt, jet him 
impute it to my ignorance, who know not fo 
much as what is the way of his paſſion, for 
he ſeems to me to be neither Lutheran nor 
Calviniſt, and would not ſeem to be a Papiſt, 
though I am moſt prone to conceive it to be 
the trick of ſome Papiſt; leaſt of all do I know 
his perſon or country. 

But let every ſober Chriſtian conſider well, 
and inquire, whether that ſince the beginning 
that God's word was committed to writing, 
there were at any time any ſuch queſtions 
moved until this laſt and worſt age of the 
world, when Cardinal Cajetan, a great ſchool- 
divine, firſt encountered with Martin Luther, 
and found that no authority prevailed with 


him but Scriptural ; hereupon * was moved 


to ſtudy Scripture, and wrote commentaries 
upon it in his old age. But Silveſter Prierius 
of Rome thought that way too far about, and 
therefore took a ſhorter courſe, and maintain- 
ed that the Scriptures contained not all things 
neceſſary to ſalvation, and therefore the rule 7 


up with the unwritten word, added to the 
written word; which unwritten word they 


faith, to be made compleat, muſt be pieced g 


called traditions. Since that, the Papiſts have 


ſtrengthened themſelves with the authority 
of the church, yet confeſs the true church 


cannot be 2 to be a true church, nor the 


8 thereof er but by the Scrip- 


tures. 
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tures, and the iſſue of the reſolution of th 
church maſt be the reſolution of the Pope. 


ture; ®;amefully obtruding upon us, that we 
make the reſolution of our faith into our own 
private ſpirit; whereas we, to the contrary, 
extend the teſtimony of the ſpirit only to each 
man's beſt ſatisfaction, and teach no other 
herein than the Papiſts themſelves acknow- 
ledge to be moſt true, as touching the reſolu- 
tion phyſical of our faith, —as I am able to 


prove by 2 of pregnant evidences, ready 
at hand, without any more ado than the bare 
tranſcribing of them. Now this light being 


not of a nature communicable. unto others, 


we meddle not with it in diſputing upon an) 
_ . -other point of divinity with Papiſts, or an; 
other; but therein walk in all our diſputation 


by way of reſolution logical, either into ſome 


confeſſed principles as concerning the att. 
butes divine, or into expreſs paſſages of hoh 
Seripture; the meaning whereof, H it be ex- 
cepted againſt, we are ready to juſtify by ra- 
tional diſcourſe. againſt any adverſary, nothing 
doubting but we ſhall either convict him 0 
obſtinacy, in ſhutting his eyes againſt the cle 
. evidence Ns truth, and make him condemne 
in his own conſcience, or at leaſt in the con- 
- _ ſcience of all fober Chriſtians; being wiel 
allured; that whoſbever reſiſteth the evidence 


God's word upon pretence of inevidence, tl. 
word ſhall be found of evidence enough t 
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